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Welcome to issue number 3 of XNegative BurnX Fanzine! This has taken a 
Amount of time to get out, but I think it will be worth the wait. This issue contains the final 
Halfmast interview, and interviews with Reinforce, and Blade Crasher. I think that all these bands 
capture the power, intensity and energy that make hardcore important in peoples lives, and I am 

thrilled to be able to get their message out there and let people see there is more to hardcore than 

big pants and earrings. 

Anyway, a lot has changed in the past year. Both good and bad. I am still doing Youth Shall 
Sing: The NC hardcore newsletter, which is getting to the point where I can put one out every month, 
but I still need to work on consistency. I was in a band for a while, it was called The Impact. I 
thought, and still think it was a good name, but come to find out there are a lot of bands with that 
name. But we did release a decent demo, which was just recently re-realesed on Cohesive Force 
Records with better covers, lyric sheets and overall better design. But we did break up, not that 
it really means anything to many people, but it was fun and I put my heart into it. Some of the 

guys from Reinforce have learned some of the songs, so we occasionally get up there and play the 

songs, it's more for my friends and myself than anyone else. But beyond anything else that has 
happened this year, I will always look back on these times as ones were I grew a lot. I learned many 

things about myself and my(true)friends. See a lot of things went down in our scene in the past 

year, and lines were drawn. In my mind I was thinking it would be hard to choose, but when the time 
came I knew where I stood, and where others stood. And even though my friends and my decision is 
most certainly no the most popular one, it has brought us all closer together and formed more unity 
between us than there ever was before. But in my personal life things have been pretty good, except 
for the fact that some of my relatives died, and a close friend of mine was diagnosed with cancer. 

So I have had to deal with that and just the routine hassles of life, like working, and going to 
school. But the things I have encounter all year long, both good and bad have taught me things and 
have forced me to look at my life and evaluated the kind of person I am or am becoming. 

Well, I have put many days and night into making zine and I think it says a lot. 

picking this up, and checking XNegative BurnX out! 
hardcore stands in 1997! 


Thanks for 


I hope it will make you think about where you /; 


Wake up and Live!, 

Stephen 


AD RATES:BUY OR TRADE 

l/6page $10.00 

l/4page $15.00 





















Playlist to the XBurnX 

1. Reinforce Demo 

2. Line Drive-the few 

3. Blade Crashers demo 

4. Ex Members Of demo 

5. Halfmast All 

6. Jewel-Pieces of You 

7. Ten Yard Fight/ Fastbreak split 7 

8. In My Eyes-demo 

9. Negative Approach-Final Recall 

10 Turning Point-Its Always Darkest.... 
ll.D.R.I.- Dealing with it 
12.Insted-What we Believe 

13. Faith/Void-split 

14. Token Entry-Jaybird 




Here are some movies and books that 
have inspired me and are essenetial for 
people to read and view. 

1. Braveheart 

2. The Breakfast Club 

3. Pump Up the Volume 

4. Star Wars Trilogy 

5. Gleaming the Cube 

6. Untamed Heart 

7. Catch 22 

8. Food Not Bombs 

9. Banned in DC 

10. Waithing for Gedot 

Thanx to theses Youth Crew AH Stars for their constant support and dedication: Aaron HXE, J-Force, 
Nick Baran, xxxJaredxxx, Chris Henry, Caty(88), Bill Cole, Larry Envy, Timmy Blade Crasher, Ryan(Poon), 
G-Love,Lee Dmaeron, Matt Trimble, Erin Bass, Richard V., Chris and Stretch Arm Strong, Ken and Matt from 
One Way, Ken and Rob and Ex Members Of, The Torch(not the Scorch), Drew Till Death, Karissa and Hazen 
Baran, Erika Smart, Camille, Jared from Greenville, Brad(the IMPACT player), Anton from Chicago, Mom and 
Bob, my Dad, Mo and Zegote, Black Belt, Matt “The Wizard” Templeton, Andrew, Chris and Cameron Holt. 


I felt that since this entire zine is about hardcore and for the hardcore scene that I should probably take a minute and 
say what hardcore really means to me, so that people will understand where I am coming from. When I was a little 
younger I was into ‘underground” stuff. Not really hardcore except for like a Slapshot tape I was made. But then one 
summer I traded a friend of mine two CD’s for a Minor Threat tape. I won’t say that this moment changed my life I 
was amazed to find out that there was music were people didn’t only sing about love and booze, and instead sang 
about things that concerned me. To begin with, I have always considered hardcore to be directly related to 
straightedge almost to the point that it’s not hardcore if it’s not sxe. I still think that but I know now that not 
everybody in the world will be just like me. I still don’t get a lot out of bands that aren’t sxe, not because of smoking 
or something, but in a lot of cases but certainly not all I have a hard time relating to them. But anyway hardcore to me 
is something that is not just a type of music it is almost an emotion that as a movement that brings people together 
within a common bond. Without hardcore and straightedge I would probably be some trendy kid that got drunk on the 
weekends, but I always knew that I wanted something more out of life, but I never thought there could be anything like 
this. This movement has given me so many new outlooks on the world around me, politics, relationships, and 
especially myself. I just want anyone who is reading this that hardcore is not just the type of music I like or a hobby 
it’s an extension of myself, it say almost everything that I want to say. I encourage anyone to get more informed about 
straightedge and hardcore, because everyone has something inside to offer and it takes an outside stimulus to bring it 
out. Perhaps this is not for you but find something that gives your life meaning. There is a better way! 


"DEDICATED TO THEfTHOUSANDS OF KIDS 
WHO, HAVE BELIEVED, STILL BELIEVE, AND 
WILL ALWAYS BELIEVE IN BEING POSITIVE, 
AWARE, FREE THINKING INDIVIDUALS— 

TOGETHER!"_ 
























SS DECONTRO 


_As many people know, doing a zine is defiantly not cheap to produce. So of course you have to get ads. This 

usually works pretty good because you get your zine paid for and the person who gave you the ad gets their information out 
there. I was talking to one of my friends and he recommended getting an ad from Victory Records. I thought that was a good 
idea,( I had thought of it but never did it)because I could get a good chunk of my zine paid for. But then I thought I don’t even 
like Victory Records. See if I got an ad from these guys I would be supporting, 1) Big Business and 2) The deterioration of 
hardcore. I know that that Victory Records is in fact a hardcore label, and at that level I do respect them because they do sign 
hardcore bands, and some kids get into hardcore because of Earth Crisis. But beyond that I basically consider them almost up 
there with Columbia and Century Media. They don’t support hardcore/punk at its true level because they only concentrate on 
big name bands that are already established. They seem to be more money driven and concerned with how popular a band is, 
as opposed to supporting growth in the scene. I know people will try and crucify me on that point. You think that because 
Earth Crisis has made a lot of people vegan that is really changing the scene. What about supporting small bands, bands that 
aren’t all hype. Because when you have people participating in the the large, popular aspects of hardcore that is really not 
* helping people learn more and take initiative on their own. It only serves to make people want to follow the latest trends, 
N instead of focusing on the DIY(DO IT YOURSELF!) part of Hardcore. That’s were our scene will really grow, because that’s 
were it started at the small time level, and I for one don’t want to scene hardcore grow into a large “business” as labels such as 
this are trying to make. They are simply capitalizing on the “extreme” appeal that hardcore has because it is non-mainstream 
music. You know that’s the trend, how wild and crazy you look the better. And kids will support it because they think that 
the extreme look separates them from the established norms of society, when in actuality it only puts you right in line with 
everyone else. And I think its wrong for a label to capitalize on this, because that makes them just business men, more 
interested in what’s hot and will sell, than a movement that means something. Can’t you see that this is not the direction the 
scene needs to be headed. What good does it serve to take the spirit and sincerity out of hardcore. That is really all that sets 
this kind of music apart from any other, rejection of the accepted ways of thinking and in turn thinking for yourself, and 
making your own way in life. The Hardcore community has never, on a whole accepted the things society tell us we should do. 
But society tells us we need to be successful and that ones prosperity is more important than the quality of ones character. 
And labels like Victory Records are supporting this philosophy full heatedly. They are just trying to make money money, and 
trampling what hardcore is, in the process. 

So, by not running a Victory ad I know I will not change the face of hardcore, but maybe this will serve to show 
people that profit and sales plans are not something that should be in hardcore. I am sure its inevitable that somethings will 
expand beyond their bounds, but its time we stop allowing hardcore to be cheapened. This is ours to preserve, or ours to let be 
destroyed, its one way or the other. I just can’t even relate to that scene, I guess I never will be able to. 

IT’S SOMETHING MORE THAN FASION, IT’S WHAT WE BELIVE!!- Insted. I 
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No matter how much my family, a 
person or straight edge means to me, 
there is always something missing, a 
part of myself never found yet lost, 

^a void. Somewhere empty inside me, 
that I've never really been able to 
fill, nor do I understand what I 
need. It hurts sometimes, and others 
it don't even remember its there. I'm 
reaching for something, that I can 
never hold, a destination or point 
that I can't really hope to find. It 
makes me sad and wonder if anything I 
do, if all or nothing that I am 
really is anything, because my 
accomplishments don't seem to be 
adequate or bring me peace. I really 
question myself when I hurt, when I 
feel empty. I think it is love, 
perhaps. But how can I be if I have 
never really been in love? But its 
as though I have, I remember its 
feeling, but have I ever felt this 
way? I can't even put a name to the 
feeling it is just there. My hope 
seems to always be destroyed, when I 
find someone to make me secure it 
doesn't work, I fall short or the 
meaning is suddenly lost, by me or 
her I don't know, I can't live up to 
a certain person's expectations, and 
I shouldn't have to, and I won't. 
That's why it doesn't work. Yet there 
always is this burning inside that 
makes me want to shout out, but no 
one will listen, or can even real 
hear my words, or understand how I 
f think and feel. I know the feeling, 

I know the words, the thoughts, but I 
can't make a face appear. This only 
leaves me feeling alone, almost 
different in a crowed room, because 
they love people, or say they do, and 
all I have is the feeling and it is 
eating me inside. 

Actions fall short, yet feelings 
can't subside, at least for me. I 
don't see myself as pathetic or lame. 
Sometimes I almost feel good because 
I have that feeling, and others may 
not. But I can shake this void in my 
heart. It to deep to fill and small 
enough to be forgotten. Maybe its 
only loneliness but can anyone 
understand, can I understand, I guess 


I would have to say that what I want/need in a relationship is extremely complicated and 
simple all at the same time. I’m not one of those guys who has a lot of girlfriends, and I 
I can say that without feeling really ashamed and hurt because I have gone out with girls 
that I cared about and there was something there, that I needed even though it didn’t last. 
I guess as a fault and a strength, I am very picky about who I want and have a 
relationship. I don’t want people to take that to mean that I only go out with beautiful 
size double d girls, that’s not the case. I mean that I don’t want to have a girlfriend just 
so I have one if she is cool. In a selfish way, I need a relationship with something more 
than just compatibility or attraction. There is something more to that I want out of a 
relationship, something I can’t even articulate. I said before that this is a weakness and a 
I strength, that is that by being picky and I know that I will someday find someone who I 
can care a great deal for and I just might find what I need. But on the other hand, I’m 
around my friends and hear them talk about their girlfriends and whatever, and I know 
I that I can’t say the same. And even though my friends mean more to me that anything, 
sometimes I feel so completely lonely and empty. Its like I’ve felt something in my 
heart, yet hurt so much when I can’t ever find what I am missing. I guess I bring it upon 
myself for wanting so much out of life, and need some stability. So its just like I am 
stuck, because I can’t give in but I want to give up, but I know I won’t. 

And that hurts, so I just have to wait and wonder, perhaps even try. 


























For some reason people think that government and appointed officials are the ways to go about 
changing the present state of our nation. Yes, change can be accomplished through our beaurcratic 
system, but my problem with that is that they take entirely too long to make a decision and forget 
the urgency of the problem. For example, my town has about 3 recreation centers in the city limits. 
They provide a place for kids to go do stuff like play sports and have a haven away from the harsh 
realities of life. In theory and in practice they all work extremely well, and are situated in the 
middle of neighborhoods so that they are easily accessible to the public. But the problem comes 
with the fact that of theses 3 rec centers is that none are on the side of town that I live on. 

There are big, growing neighborhoods in my area and the rec centers are to far to walk, not to drive 

to but not everyone has a car. The thing is that all the kids in my area have nothing to do besides 
go to the mall or get into trouble. I know all kids growing up get into trouble, but I mean that 
since they are bored they turn to drugs and gangs. Now I am not saying that a rec center would 

solve the problems but it would be a positive step in the right direction. Now the local 

government, as pointed out by Nick Baran is in real life more influential to a community than 
national government, but the beuracricy still exists. They obviously see the problem and have 
decide that something like a YMCA is a good idea. Yet, I may be impatient for saying this but the 

there is no time for waiting and identifying the problem, THE TIME IS NOW!! While the city 

government plan more kids get hooked on drugs and die in gang warfare. The government, local or 
national is not really in touch with this generation. They like to think that the problems are the 
same, just at a different level. They are obviously wrong or else they would at least attempt to 
tear away some of the red tape. Not only the kids involved with hardcore and straight edge, but the 

entire generation of young adults doesn't see the world the same as their parents do. I know that I 

for one relate to the entire world, society, and the expected norms of life completely opposite from 
my parents. But the point is that I want to make a change, and make a positive environment for my 
generation to grow in, and I really don't see our system as the only answer. As the youth and the 
heirs to this world we have to step up, and step forward to meet the challenge. I'm wrong for 
saying what I am saying because I am not offering a solution. But it is time we find a solution the 
works and not depend on someone who can't even relate to our thoughts. That's why we must 
selfempower. If you faTTysbelieve government is the answer, learn about it so you can make it 
better and work for yoUT" " But if you don't, find ways to build strength within ourselves, and take 
hold of our lives. I'm not giving up on what we've got, so WAKE UP AND LIVEN Its time to decide 
your future not theirs. 


still available: PEACEFUL NON-EXISTENCE ’Crisis In Democracy’ 7’’~$3.50 u.s./ $5 world 
coming soon...really...i’m not kidding...the much anticipated posi-core 7” comp, 
with songs from: REINFORCE, ENVY, BLADECRASHER, UPRISE, IGNITE, and more! 
wholesale rates for 7”s and demos (in quantities of 5 or more) are: $2 u.s./ $2.50 world 


send well-concealed cash or money orders payable to JASON DECKER 

COBESSVE FOB CM BE GO BBS po box 8332 rocky mount nc 27804 


the debut REINFORCE 7” is now out on THIRD PARTY RECORDS... don’t miss it! $3.50 u.s./ $5 world 
need more? satisfy your posi-core cravings with the REINFORCE demo: $3 u.s./ $5 world 
or try out the demo by THE IMPACT with the infamous negative steve on vox! $3 u.s./$5 world 
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^ ^ uctxucjore scene ana lire m general is fairly simple Age 

really doesn't mean anything because it is only a representation of your time alive, not your li_ 
But age dose hold significance in experiences that an older person can draw off of that a younger 
one may not have encountered. But I don't see, and I don't believe that a person can truly learn 
from hardcore and the experiences that go along with it, if one has lost his/her youth spirit (this 
also applies to younger kids who don't want to admit they are kids, they can't see either.) This is 
so because once you don't consider your self a kid at heart(whether you are physically or not) then 
you can't relate to the hardcore scene in the sense of being on the foreground of a movement. Its 
like your standing on the outskirts yet still included. I don't see how without that direct 
connection to what makes hardcore something different and special how it is possible to relate and 
really take part and grow from what you see and learn. That's not to say that it is impossible to 
loss that aspect of yourself and still be into hardcore. But hardcore is about youth, the new 
generation, the new breed. People that are willing to stand up against the accepted, close-minded 
practices of the preceding generation, mostly associated with adulthood and the mindset that comes 
with that. I don't think that my parent's generation is completely wrong, but I think that they 
have lived with established rules or practices and don't have any desire to change the fundamental 
structure that our society and consequently OUR lives are based. But when you take the youth out of 
hardcore it seems more a hobby than a driving force, something you do in your time off not somethinq 
you do because you love it. I've had times in my life where I've really lost sight of my direction 
and tried to be more adult(that doesn't nessacarily mean less mature), and honestly I couldn't do, 
not because I didn't have the perservirence and commitment but because I felt as though I was going 
through some motions, all of which made me feel more displaced than accepted. I know I will not 
always stay young, no one will. We are all going to grow old, maybe have a family and have to deal 
with the real world if you aren't already doing it. But I don't think that I will change inside I 
|would be lying if I said I wasn't a kid at heart, because I am. I see thing in the world with more 
!°f a youth's outlook, sometimes even a little naive. But in actuality that is somewhat good, 

^because at least I don't try and put on a front and act as though I know everything. Its been said 
that "knowledge is knowing that you know nothing''. And its is true. If you can't sit back and admit 
•that you don't know everything then how can you ever learn and grow from the positive aspects of 
hardcore? And when people tend to put on the older more mature front they almost always act as 
<though they know everything. To tell the truth, adult hood doesn't really appeal to me at all. Not 
,because of the long work hours and new responsibility, but the fact that you seem to loss everything 
that really made you an individual and become a lot like everyone else. Maybe as you get even older 
you forge a new identity but why do people throw away what they have had for the past 20-25 years? 

I know that the real world is knocking and I am going to have to answer it, but it really won't 
(change who I am, the same way most things shouldn't. Just don't loss that spirit, because without 
|it, you are lost, keep it strong! 
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COOK for PEACE 


Food Not Bombs is one of the fastest growing revolutionary movements active in North America today and is 
gaining momentum all over the world. There are over 140 autonomous chapters sharing vegetarian food with 
hungry people and protesting war and poverty throughout the Americas, Europe and Australia. The first group 
was formed in Cambridge. Massachusetts in 1980 by anti-nuclear activists. Food Not Bombs is an all volunteer 
organization dedicated to nonviolence. Food Not Bombs has no formal leaders and strives to include everyone 
in its decision making process. Each group recovers food that would otherwise be thrown out and makes fresh 
hot vegetarian meals that are served in city parks to anyone without restriction. The groups also sen/e free 
vegetarian meals at protests and other events. The San Francisco Chapter has been arrested over 1,000 times 
in an effort to silence its protest against the Mayor's anti- homeless policies. The Areata group has been facing 
civil contempt for sharing food and the Whittier group has been issued tickets for feeding people. The police are 
currently telling Food Not Bombs Chapters in Burlington , VT and Elgin, IL that they are not allowed to share food 
with out government permission and Seattle Food Not Bombs was told to share food and political ideas in a location 
out of sight. Amnesty International states it may adopt those Food Not Bombs volunteers that are imprisoned as 
"Prisoners of Conscience" and will work for their unconditional release. 

Food Not Bombs works in coalition with groups like Earth First!, American Indian Movement, Anarchist Black 
Cross. Homes Not Jails, the Free Radio Movement and other organizations on the cutting edge of positive social 
change and resistance to the new global austerity program. One collective publishes a movement wide newsletter 
A Food Not Bombs Menu and each month San Francisco Liberation Radio produces the Food Not Bombs Radio 
Network program that includes 30 minutes of unreported news and information from the protest community. Food 
Not Bombs Publishing in Portland, ME publishes books like On Conflict and Consensus which has been an 
important guide for group democracy. We hope you will join us in taking direct action towards creating a world 
free from domination, coercion and violence. 



FOOD NOT BOMBS 

3145 Geary Blvd. ft12 • San Francisco, CA 94118 U$A 
1-800-884-1136 * 415-386-9209 
HTTP ://N ETCOM.COM/~peace 
















In just the past month I’ve been to so many shows, in North Carolina, South Carolina, New York, and Virginia. And I ve really noticed a lot of 
common attitudes and viewpoints that are being accepted in the hardcore scene today. There’s homophobia. The last three zines I have read were 
there have been interviews where people, or band members where there comment to everything they didn t like is that s gay , or that s one step 
closer to having a dick in your ass”. And I think these people are completely stupid for just regurgitating the same ass backward phrases their parents 
generation used. And I see it in a lot of the new old style hardcore bands, who are supposedly subscribing to a positive lifestyle. I try to throw away 
the views that have inadvertently, been feed to me and forced upon me. These people are simply accepting the established norm or society. Because 
like it or not homophobic is the normal way to be in society(its normal to hate and discriminate) How can you really try and push forward and 
accomplish things when all you are doing is setting up barriers against certain groups of people? Its like a lot of the bands of today are content to just 
be straight edge and old school or whatever and don’t concern themselves with any other aspect of society, and trying to make a difference in our 
world. I just don’t see why as a society supposedly based on freedom and openness condemns anyone who strays from the white, Christian, 
heterosexual “norm”. Lots of people say that they don t hate gay people, but they just don t want to be around them and in turn won t vote for any 
gay-rights legislation, and society in general tells us that homosexuals are on equal footing with everyone else. Why is then that they don t have the 
basic rights to marriage. How can a person in America be equal with another if they don t have the opportunity to do the same things as others? So 
really if you aren’t supporting gay rights’ like voting for them or speaking out, then you are in actuality supporting the decline of real freedom in our 
supposed democratic society. You take something like the Baptist Convention boycotting Disney for not stopping a pro gay rally in front of their 
headquarters. Well I have never understood why the church always condemns gays. First off what about the Ten Commandments, “thou shall love 
thy neighbor” I don’t see a clause that say who exactly that is. And if they consider gays to be sinning, then they are sinners. But is not every 
Christian sinning every day, therefore a sinner. And I would say that if people want to talk about which sin is worse, people who judge others and 
condemn them are assuming a role only god is supposed to fulfill. I may have gotten a little off track of the issue. But what is ultimately the subject 
here is that kids today and especially the hardcore scene should, in a sense know better than to be homophobic etc. The facts are out there, you know 
the facts about aids. So there is no reason for you to hate someone who happens to have a different sexual orientation than you. It’s just hate from 


ignorance! 


. 


just don’t see why people do the things that they do. 

I guess I don’t put faith in all the people who I come 
into contact with, but it makes me sad when I see 
people I know go and become someone that is 
different than from the way they have been. I wonder 
when will people stop doing things for selfish reasons 
and do the things that are right. I guess this shouldn’t 
bother me, but it does mainly because I always get left 
out. But left out of what? Out of the next big drunken 
brawl, or smoke out, well no thank you. But I still feel 
lonely in kind of way separate from the need for 
expectance by my peers. I really feel like I am the 
only one who holds true to who I am and what I 
believe. I do alienate myself from the surroundings 
that I think are negative, because I would be going 
back on everything I ever said if I condoned the things 
that went on and engaged in them. I know people are 
going to change but when I see everyone throwing 
away the people they have been for a new identity it 
pushes me away, or more accurately I push myself 
away from them. I am surprised I have faith in 
anybody, but for some reason I still do. Perhaps that’s 
my fault, because when I see a person who has their 
head on straight and has goals I assume that is who 
they are, but to many times I have been wrong. So 
maybe they are just being themselves and I am the one 
with the wrong idea, but either way I can’t accept it. I 
guess you have to be lonely at a time in your life if 
you are going to be truly committed to an idea, 
because if you don’t then are you really standing up 
for then ideals you possess. You may be, but at 
sometime in your life people around you are going to 
do things that have nothing to do with you and but you 
don’t agree with and standing with those people will 
make you feel okay and standing by your ideas will 
make you feel lonely. But what are your convictions 
if you will not stand by them when it really counts and 
especially when you are the only one, the only one that 
feels out of place in a crowded life. It’s a feeling 
everyone will have to come to terms with, for some 
it’s a hard choice, but I made the choice and I chose 
the right! 

Wk 

TIVE APPROACH 






















I hear a lot of people say “you just got to have faith”, but faith in 
what? Faith in people, government or myself? What exactly is faith? 
Is that blindly putting your trust in something, and following it to the 
bitter end? I can stand it when people just have faith in things just 
because they think they should, and that it’s what any good American 
does. We as a nation and a singular people put our faith in elected 
officials to make our lives right and to put a sense of stability in our 
hearts. I don’t see why you would put your faith in people who you 
are just like you. I screw up day to day, does that mean that I could 
be a politician? As we all know people are not perfect, we succumb 
to temptation, greed and apathy. Yet, rulers of nations and owners of 
multinational corporations hold more “power” than you or I but they 
are just people. But we allow them to run our country, and make 
decisions based on what they feel is right. That’s fine for me to do, 
but I don’t decide whether the people of some oppressed country 
starve to death or they live. And even though the laws of our country 
are set up to give people the power, by granting them the vote the 
vote is not really anything. It’s only something that says yes I 
support this corrupt self-serving system and believe in the things this 
government dose. The vote doesn’t really voice your opinion, if 
anything it keeps you quite because if you are happy and you feel as 
though you have done your part then you are less likely to rock the 
boat and stand up and say what you feel. People who put they’re 
faith in the government are called patriots and supporters of the 
American ideal, but if they truly believed in the freedom that 
America is supposed to stand for then they wouldn’t support the 
system the seeks only to socialize the people. And that’s the bottom 
line, the country is run by CEOs and a few politicians any one who 
has $money$. And they work together as one, and take away 
freedom and try to make us fall in line. Through the Cold War, we 
have been told that socialism is the enemy, but we are practically a 
socialized nation with a few more liberties. This is completely 
evident through pop culture, which is an extension of the media, 
which is controlled by big business. Pop culture takes away the real 
identities of people and makes them slaves to the dollar, which will 
buy them the status, which they require to emulate the image they are 
presented with. Its all a cycle, that takes away the freedom you 
posses, not through physical means, but by making you undesired to 
make a change. Even this “extreme” fad that is going around doesn’t 
really make people independent and rebellious it makes them the 
same and just fit into another sub group of people. Parents and 
teachers talk of the moral decay of our society, but it comes from this 
lack of self-awareness and induviduality that is propagated by the 
culture that we are part of. No real values or morals are conveyed by 
pop culture, they make caring into another fad that will win you 
points if you take part(which is about the only thing that is a positive 
side affect of this culture. Ex: aids awareness). The fact is that we are 
a controlled society that is less independent than thought. We are all 
susceptible to this infection. But we need to stop having faith in the 
elected officials that serve as figure heads, and start relying on 
ourselves and what we want and what we can accomplish. We are 
not taught to really rely on ourselves, but to have other things to take 
up the slack and think for us. We can do this ourselves, I for one 
don’t need money hungry tycoons dictating my life. But to ever 
break the chains, or even to begin we are going to have to take our 
faith out of the government and out of pop culture and open our eyes 
to the world we live in. Only then will we know what freedom 
means. 


Black 


Flag 


Prior to getting into hardcore I always felt like I didn’t fit in a school 
and with the people I interacted with. It’s just that they were a certain 
way and I was someone else, and I always was trying to be something 
I could never be because I wasn’t like them. But not until the last year 
did I start to realize what it meant when Chain of Strength said “ there 
is a difference “. I guess I knew what it meant but I never really 
understood it because I hadn’t figured out that it was about me, and 
anyone like me. But now I see clear. It’s like this, I go to school with 
kids, I go through life with people who I consider my friends and I 
think that is where it ends. But that’s not the end, I am fooling myself 
if I believe that most of the people I consider my friends are people 
a. species and e w ^° really are. I guess since I am generally a pretty nice guy I make 
:he world aroun fronds really easy, so I just go to school or go through life and become* 
Lieve that we d c °rnfortable with who I associate with. But it just goes much deeper 
I know a lot c than who 1 talk t0 in m Y day to day life. I act as though I really 
ipposed to be rr understand these people and they make sense to me. But its not true 
because In don’t understand where these people come from, I don’t 
i. ■- I understand why they act and think the way they do, and I can’t even 

I really relate to them just as human beings because I am nothing like 
- ^ ; -I them. They come from a different world than me, their world is full of 

. -I goals that aren’t theirs, and ideas they don’t really believe. Their 
, I priorities are just completely different then mine. Take school for 

^ ^ _ r I example, I go to school because I want to be able to do the things I 
r ,/y , I wan t to do, I want to learn so that I can apply it to my life and perhaps 

in turn make the world a little bit better. But they go to school because 
I they want the social aspect and because they want to go to a good 
college and become a doctor or lawyer and make lots of money so they 
can basically achieve a higher degree of what society dubs success. Its 
not to be happy, mostly it is what there parents want them to do or 
h ave told them that’s what to do. Now granted, there are kids at my 
j school who do have some goals and want to be something more than 

someone else’s idea, but they are few and far between. There is just so 
Stew. .\. iSmsJRB much more I want out of life and expect from myself, I need to have 
challenges and strive for something more than just maintaining the 
status quo and excepting the life that was laid out for me. This may 
seem harsh but there are only a few people I can truly relate to and can 
call my true friends. And I am just not willing to act like I understand 
and can relate to people when I can’t, because I am lying to them and I 
am lying to myself. I know this sounds somewhat arrogant but it’s 
not, it’s just that it’s the truth. I am not saying I am set apart because I 
am better, I am saying it because the differences in my character make 
me the opposite of the people around me. Even though I know this it 
still it makes me feel very alone and somewhat alienated. Some 
people would say that I do this to myself but its just the way I am, and 
what kind of person would I be if I pretended that I was one of the 
gang when I know I don’t want to be and could never be The fact that 
I can understand where some people are coming from and relate to" 
what they think makes them some of the most important and caring 
people in my life. There is a difference its us and them, and I can live 
without being bitter because I know where I stand. Maybe you aren’t 
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52 PRESSURE-Destrov L.A. 

Uprising Records 
r P-0 • Sox 490 Laguna Beach CA I 
U 92652 | 

£3 This band features Sean from Vegan Reich, 
but it sounds nothing like that band, 
v; T ^is total SoCal punk rock with a touch 
t of hardcore,and a few heavier breakdowns. 

.2 I was really surprised by this, its really cool 
l to hear some good crash the system punk rock, 
and not this MTV punk stuff. This has three songs 
^ on it and one is a remix of the first song. 

. They are really long songs. The lyrics are all 
1 about freedoms being denied and that its time 
for the people to rise up and take control. The 
choruses are really catchy, this entire record is 
fun but very serious and motivational at the same 
| time. "But the youth of today aren't blind to their 
lies. Our anger's growing all the time, they can 
beat us down and lock us away, but we won't go withou 
a fight. "-We're not gonna take it. They asked me to 
a show last year b ut I couldn' t, I wish I could 
have,I missed out.I 


97a-Better of Dead 1" 

Teamwork Records P.O. Box 44773 
Wayne NJ, 07474 

In My Blood Records 467 Valley st 
Apt. 70 Maplewood, NJ 07040 

This band has been around since '94 and has already released 
one 7"(a live one). But only now are they really starting to get 
their name out. They hail from the Delaware Valley area of New Jersey 
where all those new old school bands are popping up. This band is 
more on the Infest tip but with a little more melody and not those 
really heavy breakdowns that Infest does on their first 7 ". So as 
you probably guessed they play fast old style hardcore. 

So in all I really like this but the vocals are, on some songs 
A little to screamy(they switch vocalists on some songs). The 
lyrics are good, they deal with a lot of personal/social issues, but 
are done in a deeper, thoughtful kind of way. They have a very good song 
on being P.C. and how it can be negative and positive. Overall real 

on tbe Growing Stronger Comp 


These are just a few reviews. I have gotten a lot of new stuff I 
since that I would like to have put in like the new 97a full 
length, Mainstrike CD, and “For The Sake of Dedication 
comp. But as far as reviews go, any bands that would like 
your stuff reviewed send it. I will be honest but I also am 
positive about what I say. 
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i TEN YARD FIGHT/FASTBREAK-an! i t- 7- 

* Contention Records 206 S. 13 th 
Apt. 1402 Philadelphia PA, 19107 
Big Wheel Recreation 325 Huntington Ave 
#24 Boston, Ma 02115 

- This is one of the best splits I have heard 

> in a long time. The Faith/Void split is by 
^ far my favorite, but this is a strong # 2 . 

y 1 have never really been a big fan of TYF. 

> 1 mean their music's good but some things 
S happened when my friend booked them a show 
^ down here, that made me look at them 

differently. But this is by far the best 
^ stuff they have done. Its really hard and 
fast. In some ways it reminds me of the 
Edgewise Silent Rage 7". The lyrics deal 
with the war on drugs and the lack of faith 
f; in youth, and fear of failure. This makes 
j, me like them a little more. But the Fastbreak 
* side is so rad! This band has improved more 
than any other. They have taken on a really 
j melodic style with some parts that people say 
j , remind them of Weston. There is so much energy 
: in this that I just go nuts listen to it in my 
< car. The song writing is a lot better tao. Most 
of the songs deal with personal issues and 
relationships kin d of stuff. Get this it is 
a must have!! 


IRON CROSS-Skinhead Glorv * 

2700 N. 4 th St. 

Arlington VA. 22201 

Recorded in '82 this is the roots of real HC 
skins. This featured some of the older 
players in the DC hardcore scene. Another 
one of those bands that obviously had a lot 
of influence on the punk bands of today. So 
if the fact that it was recorded way back in 
the day didn't give away their sound, then 
think old school punk, speedy with a thrash 
edge. The vocals are a little whiney, and 
yelled. The vocals are pretty rad for that 
day and time, de aling with stuf f like fights 
and youth 


THROUGH-Not This Time 


IGNITE-Past Our Means 

Revelation Records 

P.O. Box 5232 Huntington Beach CA,92615-5232 

This is the latest offering from these old school : 
kids. I'm sure you know by now that this band has 
members of Unit Pride and a couple other old Cali 
| hardcore bands. And Ignite's style isn't far off 
from their previous bands. The only difference is 
that now they are on Revelation and they sound a 
little over-produced, but it still doesn't take 
away from the energy and sincerity. These guys 
have always taken a strong stance on environmental 
issues, as well as social. And on this recording 
those stances really show through. This is as good as 
"Call on My Brothers", but its hard to compare 
because that was such a good album.| 

PURPOSE 7 " 

Reaction Records | 

, P.O. Box 362 
Stockton, NJ 08559-0362 i 

f 4 songs of old style hardcore. They sound a lot 
f like a cross between Dag Nasty and Swiz, but with 
; less abstract moments. The lyrics are real 
) intelligent dealing with freedom, addiction and 
the stagnation of the government. This is one of 
P those newer bands that are somewhat youth crew 
J but a lot more like old DC punk. One of the 
1 better bands around nowadays. 


IN my EYES-demo '97 

Stand Hard Records 
391 Eastbury Hill, Glastonbury 
06033 

This is probably the best band around 
right now! They play really awesome, somewhat 
melodic old school. Wicked powerful build ups and 
breakdowns in that Mouthpiece kinda way. The vocals 
are yelled and way energetic. I was surprised at 
. this because in many ways it is like TYF, but yet it is 
so different and unique. The lyrics are mostly about 
: hardcore/personal issues, but are not down cheesy. 

’ ' r * Du know it has to be good if it made the XNegative BurnX 
; Playlist, I don't listen to just anything! "We'll look 

„ Back on these days as the be st times of our lives_WHY CAN"T 

5 THEY F#*KING LAST! 

- 
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i Hard Records 
391 Eastbury Hill 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 

The Conneticut Brotherhood is back! These guys 
Are some of the leaders of the old sxe sound in 
That state. The play positive old school that is not 
Unlike the l* e Fastbreak record, a little bit 
More bass to it. There are lots of good break 
downs that get the crowd moving. The lyrics are 
pretty much run of the mill Straight Edge lyrics, 
like let downs, the crew and unity. The vocal are 
somewhat gruff but not like Confront or anything. 

They have tjiis one awesome song called GO! If that 
Gives you any clue as to their sound. But get this 
And you'll be skankin' around the pit in no time!! 


TEEN IDLES-7 " 

Discord Record 
3819 Beecher st. 

Washington DC 20007-1802 

Wow! Hardcore circa:1980. Well this 
record marks the 100 ch Discord release, 
and how appropriate that #1 was a Teen 
Idles record as well. The sound is 
pretty rad for like 16 years ago. It 
sounds like weaker Minor Threat, or 
actually a more punk and less hardcore 
Minor Threat. The lyrics for the time 
are pretty good. The fact that this was 
A time of great teen angst is very apparer 
The song called Sneakers says a lot about 
growing up but staying young at heart. You 
should probably get this since this is one 
of the bands that started most of what we 
call hardcore/punk today. 


DIVIDED BY HATE-Se diments of Shame(demo ) 

I East Coast Empire Records 

44 Waterbury Rd. 

| Prospect, CT. 06712 
Integrity from Connecticut. Heavy, grooving metalcore 
I with some fast parts and lots of groove. Very deathy 
vocals, and I don't know what they are saying. One 
song opens with a mello intro, which works well. Just 
not my cup o' tea, but Victory Records fans will dig 
ithis. 
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Tension Building Fanzine Comp; The Time is Now 

Tension Building Records, 429 Osborne Ave. 

Morrisville PA, 19067 

This is by far one of the best comps I have seen in 
a while, The inside layout is really DIY, but that 
doesn't mean that it is sloppy. It contains 
unreleased songs by Floorpunch, Hands Tied, Rain on 
the Parade, Ten Yard Fight and Rancor. All the 
bands play old school hardcore. The Floorpunch 
song is good very fast and raw. Hands Tied sounds 
the same as their CD, which is good. I was really 
impressed by Rain on the Parade, they play a real 
old raw style of hardcore. Ten Yard Fight sounds 
the same as on their split with Fastbreak. But the 
Rancor sounded like it was recorded in a cave, and 
the lyrics are just a bunch of f-this, f-that. I 
thought their demo was good but this was a 
disappointment. But overall this comp rocked. 

The zine was an interview zine with decent 
interviews with YOT, Circle Storm, Ten Yard Fight, 

Rancor, Atari, and Floorpunch. All the interviews 
were real good especially the YOT, Circle Storm, 
but the Floorpunch one was kinda lame because all 
they did was say how gay everything was. But 
overall an awesome co mp. 

~ / 

WIDE AWAKE- The End 1" 

Mondo Gillippie Records 
Brookfeild, CT 06804 

This not so recently released record has 4 live 
tracks that were recorded at the Aaron Straw 
benefit show. This is not a bootleg but it is 
now back in print, it is really cool to get a decently 
recorded live record of such an influential and awesome 
band. They have some decent photos on the jacket but the 
real downfall to this vinyl is the fact that the vocals 
are practically non existent except for a few exceptions. 

You can read them but you can't hear them. But you know 
the band you know the style, so just get it is worth it! 

If you like CT hardcore then you'll dig t his ~ 

RANCOR-1 Won't Take Part (demo) '/ 

P.O. Box 787 Trexlertown, PA 18107 

Here's one of those bands that plays 
pretty decent old style hardcore ala Gorilla Biscuits. 

But even though the music is good the message is just 
non existent. I mean they say things that need to be 
reiterated, but its titles like "Tough Guy Contest", and 
I'm The Dick Again". But like I said the music is pretty 
rad, hopefully they will improve like all new bands do. 

It isn't terrible. Its just got lots of room for improvement 
at least they play sincere hardcore which is a step in a 
direction. 


EX MEMBERS OF ^ - Liberation 1996(demo) 

Standfast Records #9.5 P.O. Box 973 Lilburn, GA 30226 or 
E m .eW Qf m. Ql ,-gQfl? 

These guys rip! They played one of the best shows I've 
ever seen at this guys house. They feature previous members 
of Act of Faith and Crisis Under Control. They sound a lot like 
"Catharsis" era Endpoint. But maybe with less metal and a little 
more pop. Extremely emotional music/lyrics that are sung, not 
screamed. If you like emotional, melodic hardcore pick this up! 



this 


DESPAIR-As we Bleed 7 " 

Initial Records 

Well, this new EP by this Buffalo supergro^TT^ 

0 °%!:° ®°°f; *1 so “ nds a rawer than their CD (which blew) 

on Trustkill You know the deal by now, quick paced tnosh, 

half screamed vocals, not a good combinations. I just think 
Despair has gone downhill, their first 7" was wicked good, but I 

be S link»A lke they ' re tryin9 to sound a certain way now. This could | 
be linked to some recent rumors I have heard about their habits, 

ot^a rx^or and it doesn't really matter anyway. 

BLACKBELT-The Downf a lls of Modern Society CD 
Sektion 8 Records P.O. Box 6111 Plymouth, Ma 02362 
These Massachusetts guys remind me somewhat of 
Strife, yet not as heavy and maybe a little more 
positive.. But they do have a good bit of metal 
influence. I would say that their style makes 
them untypical in a somewhat typical scene, but not 
completely original. Yet they are a real sincere 
bunch of guys. Their lyrics are real positive for 
the tight moshy type of hardcore. They deal with 
personal issues, social consciousness and more. 

I really got into this, because its GOOD basic 
lame and boring, check it out 


hardcore. 
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UPRISE-Silent No Longer 

Orphaned Records 
349 South Union Ave. 

Cranford,NJ, 07016 

Theses guys put on a good live show when I saw them in VA 
with Redemption 87, In My Eyes and more. Matty their singer is like 
one of the most sincere guys I've ever seen. Even though I got to 
talk to him for only a minute he was up front singing is brains out 
for every band. Uprise plays a mix of old school, semi fast, with 
moshy hardcore. They do it pretty good, kinda slow, and less 
positive sounding at times. They have a lot of originality and 
don't approach their topics in a very typical way.Apparently 
they have really unified the Morrisville County area, which is 
rad. Defiantly a good band, get this its worth it 

VAMPIRE LEEZBOS - We're the Men in Black 1" 

Dubios Honor Records, P.O. Box 5134 Portland ME, 04101 

This band plays really up beat punk rock, somewhere 
between old school punk and positive early pop punk, 
not like Pennywise though. This has a real quick pace 
and some good melodic touches. The vocals are sung real 
well and the lyrics are decent. They cover such things 
as government cover ups dealing with aliens (trust no one!!) 
and a song about tumors of society. Total crash the system 
punk rock, and lots of whoas, whoas^andyeah^yeahs to boot 
But the name.-..? 


BLADE CRASHER-Demo 
$3 to Timmy:112 W. 39“ St.\ 

Norfolk VA, 23504 

This has been said to be the best thing from Vir^i™ 

Since 4 Walls Falling. I would have to agree. This is 
Awesome old style youth crew hardcore. They play their hardcore 
with a fast almost thrashy punk edge that rocks. Also even more 
importantly they have a really good message that speaks directly 
to the youth. The lyrics seem to give solutions and not just complain 
check this out. The Virginia youth crew is on the rise, we're 

NO WAY OUTt-In With the Old, Out With the New ‘ 

Straight Force Records T"* 

49 Crestdale Rd. Glastonbury, CT, 06033 X 

positive 1 don't know what's going on up in Connecticut but they have 

been turning out some of the radest bands as of late. N.W.O. 

Is no exception. They play really old style HC almost in a 
hard Negative Approach kinda way, but more positive. The mix was 
[Not so great but it actually made it sound better in a more DIY 
Sense. The singer is on the verge of talking, and sometimes the 
placement is a little awkward. But the lyrics are good. They 
deal with staying young, pressuring yourself, doing your best and 
more. This is one of the few older style bands that in a lot 
^of way sounds like they are really from the old school. One of 
4 the better releases I've heard, not really catchy but it still 
sticks in your head. Plus they have pro wrestling on the 
back cover, which is awesome,even if the Outsiders suck!! 


RARE FORM-Demon CD 
P.O. Box 11264 Portland ME 04I0l| 

This stuff comes straight from the backwoods 
of Maine. This is just metal, very heavy 
metal. I am completely not into metal, but 
at least they don't play metal and try to call 
it hardcore. This is really tight grooves with 
those total deathly vocals. I guess this would 
appeal to f ans of me tal but not to me. Nice 
packaging. 




NO REASON 7" 

Immigrant Sun 
P.O. Box 421 
Buffalo, NY 14223 

What a surprise! After Plauged W/ Rage and Halfmast 
broke up that nothing was really going on with those 
guys. But then this pops up. This record has qualities 
of both bands with melodic touches and some Chain 
qualities. I always liked Chris's vocals in PWR, 
but they are a little less screamed, but still wicked 
good. The songwriting is really tight with lots of 
great breakdowns. The lyrics really standout. They 
deal with a lot of things within the hardcore scene 
like lost friendships, social pleasers, greed etc. 
ii was really surprised by this, I thought things were 
'rfjflE really quiet in Buffalo but this really rocks! 


ZEGOTE-Demo '91 
2312 Princess Ann st 
Greensboro NC, 27408 _ 

This is some really good demo. This NC band play 
pop punk/hardcore that has a strong bass line. 

They play a really energetic set, that has some 
rockish parts to it. The vocals are screamed but 
not bad. They have a strong stance on social issues 
consumerism etc. I dig it, now get it, and s upport 
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DISCIPLE-7*/CaSS 
SA MOB Productions 
P.0. Box 1931 
Erie PA 16507-0931 
I can't stand this. New school metal hardcore, with 
double bass, stomping build ups, and Snapcase grooves. 
They have screamed vocals, and lyrics that deal mostly 
with Christ and a need for god. I never understood why| 
Christian bands played death metal, it seemed 
contradictory. I guess if you like Brothers Keeper and 
that you would like this. To much_ 

-■ Tr*!* IW 

DROWNIGN ROOM-The Divinity Syndrome 1" 

Trip Machine Laboratories 
P.0. Box 36 

New York City, NY 10956-0036 
These guys play mid tempo grooving metallic 
hardcore. A pretty generic sound. They try to put 
in some fast parts and distorted vocals, which they 
don't pull off to well. They are good at the style 
they play, but I just don't really like it. The 
vocals are sung and screamed. The lyrics are a 
strong point and speak ag a inst r ape 
personal topi_cs^ 

SUM OF ALL FEARS-From This Day Forward 

East Coast Empire Records_ 

44 Waterbury rd. 

Prospect, CT 06712 

SOAF plays metallic, heavy hardcore like I have ( 
heard a million times before. On this release they * 
have a slightly more positive sound, but also more 
metallic fast parts than on the 7". The vocals are 
strained/yelled. And the lyrics cover things like 
force-fed lies and realizing the truth. Nice slick 
layout, really eye catching. 

6 
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OUTLAST-Demo '97 

32 Bradlee rd. 

Marblehead, MA 01945 f 

More rad youth crew stuff from Mass! This is a 4 song 
demo, with decent recording. These guys sound like 
Wide Awake, right down to the bass lines. Real 
positive hardcore, with some really sweet skankin' 
breakdowns. Somewhat harsh vocals, and lyrics that 
cover the regular SXE topics, like staying true, 
respect. I like this a lot because its like real kids 
wrote it, not people just people trying to regain the 
[past. Pick this up, and support real hardcore. 

PROSPECT-Reachina^ Out dSo -96 j 

8 Brady rd. 

Shrewberry NJ, 07702 

4 songs of heavy grooving hardcore, in 
the vein of early Despair stuff, with a even 
amount of speed and mosh. But the lyrics are 
more intelleget and sincere than most of the 
bands that they sound like. They have a pretty 
cool effect going on with the two vocalist, but 
now I believe they only have one. Nothing too 
original here but some good stuff, the lyrics set! 
them apart from the other bands in this genre. 


SIDESWIPE-Mora. Than Meet? the Eye demo 

Fraction Records 
3706 Adkins Ln. 

Saluda VA, 23149 

Another rad demo from the VA Beach area! These guys 
play rocking late 80's SoCal hardcore, a lot like 
Unit Pride, and little like Four Walls Falling with 
a little more mosh and big Cornerstone feel. The 
vocals are good, but a times try to do the Ray of 
Today growl unsuccessfully, but still no harm in 
trying. The lyrics are pretty run of the mill sxe 
lyrics, like backstbbing, letdowns and remembering 
the past. In all a real good demo. A wicked 
layout, one of the better ones I have seen of late! 


_ mv 

THIMBLERIGGER #6 

P.O. Box 8332 Rocky Mount, NC 27804 

This zine is done by the singer of REINFORCE. He has been doing this zine for <piite sometime. The issues are pretty 
spread out but definitely worth the wait. This issue has a good lengthy interview with Hogan's Heroes. This zine is 

i not to long but its got a good amount of material. The articles are well thoughtout and delve deep into the 

thought,idea, and issues presented. A very large review section and lots informative environmental contact s. Ch eck 
this out because it has a lot to say and most people coul d learn from it. 

J CATCH 22/A SLIGHT EXPRESSION split zi nQ M 

vl 4915 Woodbury Dr. 

Erie, PA 16510-6413 , . , _ 

Catch 22 has always been a good, even though you have to be freakin' thug to enjoy all the articles about theft. But 
this issue makes me completely sick, for one main reason. The cover reads "be prepared for a little adventure, a few 
scams, more top notch stealing, only the best music, rad computerz, and of course all the fly bitches." What the hell 
is this!! Now I am not PC to any extreme but I think that this macho sexist attitude is absurd. I mean using the word 
bitches completely degrades women, not even giving them common respect that males are given. Maybe sexism 
0 trend that goes along with this gangster hardcore crap, but I won't condone it. But as for the rest of the 
V didn't really like it because it was simply about ripping people off, no real opinions or outlooks. 

^ really have to have intelligent opinions to "get girls". A Slight Expression has a nooH mnS 


s the new 
zine I 

I guess you don't 
lot of good opinions and point of 

views on women's rights, abortion and prostitution. It just strikes me funny that a zine that speaks for women's rights 
would do a zine with a sexist slang on the cover. Catch 22 sucks, A slight Expression would be better by itself. 


LSH1I 


SECQND ,,, CHOICE FANZINE #1 

C/o David Portilla 
221 Franklin St. 

Hackettstown NJ,07840-1860 

This is more of an interview zine than just a normal zine (what is a normal zine!),which is good if done well, and this 
is done quite well. He has interviews with Rain on the Parade, 97a, Uprise, and Hands Tied. The interviews have well 
thoughtout questions partly because it seems that the author knows each band personally. There are a few articles which 
aren't real good, but not bad. Its hard to say whether you like it or not because there is so little writing. But 
overall a good first issue, which will hopefully be better next time. Only criticisms are that there is way to much 
empty space, even more than in Negative Burn! Why did he thank Tommy Hilfiger, Jnco, Nautica, and Paco Jeans, did they 
make a difference? 


I MURDER FANZINE #3 

6049 Lake Brandt rd, Greensboro NC, 274551 

I This zine is a little bit older, but I feel like it needed to be reviewed. This issue contains interviews with 
Disembodied, Amorphis, and Dreadseed. All are short and routine. There are some pics of Earth Crisis and Deadguy.(Hey 
they're hardcore because they go chugga chugga) . This zine only came out like last fall and focuses on animal rights, 

I tattoos etc. I think this makes it seem absurd because these are things no longer stood for by the writer. I don't 
think that believing in a message or cause from issue to issue is ver sincere. This appears to be driven to be 
I different that it is more like every zine I've read. I do like the one article on inner demons, because it is true, but| 
still hard to take completely serious. The image trying to be portrayed is accomplished, which is the overall downfall 
of this zine. Not enough writings, pictures or real opinions. 









































REINFORCE play explosive fast, melodic youth crew hardcore. They are one of the best new bands that I have ever heard. They sound 
different from most bands in the old school vein, primarily because they are more politically and socially motivated and not afraid to stand 
up and speak their mind. I have never met a more sincere bunch of guys, and this is evident when you see their intense live set. This 
interview was conducted on August 1 st 1997 after a big show they played in Fayetteville, NC with Stretch Arm Strong, Battery, and The 
Impact. I hope this interview captures what makes “The Force” one of the best bands I have ever seen! 

NB=NEGATIVE BURN J=J-FORCE(vox) A=THE HARD-EDGE(guitar) 


NB: So, how did REINFORCE get together? 

A: One day I was tuning into WESQ, where Jason had a radio show. 
I went ahead and called him, because he was playing some cool 
hardcore stuff, which was a rarity at that time, as it still is in North 
Carolina. We became friends and played in a band called 
PEACEFUL NON-EXISTENCE for a few years. And when PNE 
ended we just wanted to keep going, and do something more. During 
my time in PNE I met Jared who was skateboarding in my 
neighborhood and I told him about an XESSIVE FORCEX show 
coming up, and we became buds. After that we just started jamming, 
and when Jonas left PNE, Jared joined in on drums. I met Gabe at 
college last year, and we hit it off right from the start. 


NB: So it’s Jason on vocals, Aaron on guitar, Gabe on bass, and 
Jared on drums right? 

Both: Yeah. 

NB: So why did PNE breakup? 

J: PNE broke up because, at the latter stages of PNE we had gone 
through so many band member changes, and we were having so 
many problems that Aaron and I just wanted to start something new 
and fresh, and we wanted to go in a more focused musical direction. 
And that’s what we are doing now, which we are a lot happier with as 
opposed to what we were doing in PNE. And we wanted to do an all 
straight edge band. 












A: Something more dedicated to positive music. 

J: PNE was just starting to become too much of a negative thing. It 
seemed as if we were continuously moving one step forward and then 
two steps back. There were too many problems that we ran into that 
brought us down in connection with PNE. We just needed to 
concentrate on a more positive outlook and revitalize ourselves. 

A: And one thing about PNE is that we had a lack of commitment, 
for the most part, with certain members. Whereas in REINFORCE 
we strangely have people who have it in their hearts to do the same 
thing at the same time. That’s why we started so quickly after PNE. 
It wasn’t the idea at all that “hey lets rapidly start a new bad so we 
can show people how rad we are.” We were going to take our time, 
but it actually happened very quickly. And another thing about PNE, 
like Jason said, the attitude was kind of tuff and maybe that was 
because of me, but I chilled out and grew up a little. Now I am still 
pissed off about the same things, but I have a better way of dealing 
with them as an individual. PNE really broke up because it had no 
direction. We had been doing it for so many years and it really 
wasn’t going anywhere. After the 7” came out things were cool, but 
three years later nothing had changed. We were still dealing with the 
same problems like weird bass players, new songs, and messed up 
tours. So REINFORCE is a chance to wipe the slate clean, start over 
with a fresh mind, a fresh attitude... 

J: A fresh musical style. 

A: And put something positive into hardcore. 

J: We wanted to move ahead with some real hardcore, or at least 
what we see as real hardcore, because all bands down here play is 
metal. 

NB: Besides the fact that you released a 7”, were you overall not 
happy with the way PNE ended up? 

A: I was happy with the dedication and perseverance that Jason and I 
had displayed, and that we had some friends that stuck with us the 
whole time. It was a good experience, and I learned a lot, but I think 
that the lessons were learned for good, and its time to apply them to a 
new band. 

J: I was very happy that we were able to put PNE to rest with a 
farewell show. It didn’t look like that would come to fruition for a 
while, but rather PNE would just fizzle out with no clear cut ending 
point. Fortunately though, it all worked out and we were all able to 
set aside some of the tensions that existed with old band members 
and do a last gig in order to properly put the final nail in the coffin of 
PNE. Looking back, there are a lot of good memories and a lot of 
bad memories associated with PNE, but all things considered, I 
appreciate those experiences and grew from them. 

NB: In three words or less, what does REINFORCE mean to 
you? 

A: I’ve three got words for you....YOUTH SHALL SING! 

NB: Jason, why will you not answer that question? 

J: Well, basically, I don’t feel comfortable doing so; nor do I think 
that it is entirely appropriate to sum up or express my feelings and 
thoughts as to what REINFORCE means to me in three words or less. 
I think that would be a disservice to the significance that 
REINFORCE represents in my life. I mean, it would take some 
thought to attempt to narrow my feelings for REINFORCE down to 
three words. 


NB: It’s not supposed to be something you think about, it’s 
supposed to be a spur of the moment question, the first thing that 
pops into your head. 

J: Hmmm....well, I must admit that I like to think about things, think 
about what I am going to say, and adequately evaluate and consider 
before haphazardly shooting my mouth off. Wouldn’t it be nice if 
more people followed such advice? Anyway, I’ll do my best to 
answer your question.Caring, Compassion, and Sincerity! 

NB: Do you feel that as individuals and as a band, that you’re fit 
into the North Carolina scene stereotype? 

J: Well, first of all what’s the stereotype? The NC hardcore scene is 
so small and fragmented into about ten different camps, that I don’t 
know that there is a stereotypical scene attitude. We are one sort of 
faction, and we probably stick out the most because we are playing 
an older, faster paced style of hardcore. And we are pretty much the 
only band doing that around here. 

A: Whereas most of the other bands around here are metal. EMPIRE 
FALLS is metal, EACH AGAINST ALL is metal, CANINE is metal, 
PREVAIL they’re metal, and PRAYER FOR CLEANSING is metal. 
I still listen to a few metal bands that rock. But metal and hardcore 
are two different things, and people who can’t recognize that and are 
aiming for that radio rock, MTV extreme sports crap need to open up 
their eyes. Because that’s not hardcore, and they need to see that it 
came from something and can go somewhere. But back to the 
question, I think we as a band, and our group of friends have a 
specifically different attitude. But he made a good point, because 
technically there are a million different camps, but we do stick out. 
They have more in common with each other than we do with them. 

NB: Do you think that because there is so much education and 
information available in the hardcore scene that there is any 
excuse for hardcore kids to be racist, homophobic and sexist? 

A: I think that hardcore kids have it available to them to know about 
a lot of issues, whereas a lot of music scenes don’t. It’s technically 
still available, but you don’t have to search hard to find any 
intellectual stimuli in the hardcore scene. Of course it is limited, I’m 
not going to fool myself or anyone else into believing that the 
hardcore scene has an unlimited amount of information, but I do 
think that there is enough there, and it’s available to kids. But it 
disappoints me when I see people who don’t get it. They understand 
it, know better, yet choose to turn their back because they don’t want 
to take the time to care, or to take a stand for what is right. 
Sometimes it’s easy to believe in something or not. But sometimes it 
doesn’t matter what you believe, because there are basic right and 
wrong skills. And I am not saying that everything is right and 
everything is wrong, but I think it’s available from the hardcore 
scene. There are so many people who just wear the clothes, wear the 
patches and just pass for hardcore kids for the social purposes and 
don’t take anything out of it. Now if they have a different point of 
view than me that can be disappointing, but they don’t owe it to me 
to have the same point of view. 

J: But what’s most disappointing is that kids in the hardcore scene 
are exposed to some messages and ideas different from the racist, 
homophobic stuff they are fed through normal media, school, and 
society. Yet still so many of them don’t get the message. There are 
so many bands singing against racism, sexism and homophobia but 
there are so many kids out there that are exposed to these messages, 
but still don’t cling to them, which makes it even more distressing. 
There are plenty of kids who just grow up believing everything 
society feeds, and are never exposed to the fact that “ hey maybe 
homophobia is bad”. But, now we have all these bands that claim to 
be youth crew and positive saying in interviews that “That’s gay, 
you’re gay” etc. Homophobic garbage like that has no place in 









hardcore. All these bands claim to be so sincere about their positive 
image and about their message, but you can read their lyrics, and you 
can read their interviews, and observe their actions; and they are 
only doing it because at the moment it is making them cool. And 
they’re doing it because it ds fun. Well, sure we want to have fun 
with what we are doing, and we are all about finger pointing, jumping 
around and saying GO!. I mean there is definitely a fun aspect to it, 
because if you are not having fun with some serious issues then 
you’re going to bum yourself out. But behind the fun aspect of 
jumping around and playing shows there is a serious message and 
compassion, caring and sincerity in our hearts; and we are genuinely 
concerned about the world. Unlike a lot of the bands who claim to 
care in their songs while their actions dictate otherwise. 

A: Yeah, but it goes on both sides. There are a lot of kids who don’t 
even want to take the time to get politically motivated because they 
say “Oh, PC kids whine”, but the kids who aren’t PC and so against it 
tend to be the ones whining the most. But then again, so many kids 
point fingers calling people racist, but never want to look themselves 
in the mirror and say, “hey man I do a lot of fucked up stuff too.” 
And that’s very important as well because you have to see where you 
are wrong, as well as when other people are wrong. Politics in the 
scene today are dealt with in ways similar to new school straight edge 
ideas in that too many people are far too interested in other people’s 
business instead of their own. 



NB: Do you think that moving beyond the priorities and values 
that you are basically fed by your parents are one of the most 
important things you must do before you move ahead in your 
life? 

A: I know from my parents and a lot of my friend’s parents that most 
of the time they are trying their best and trying to teach you and guide 
you. Maybe that’s just from my point of view because I am from a 


part of society that is a little luckier than others. I mean I really like 
my parents, and I go out of my way to help them and work with them 
instead of working against them, which I think is really cheesy. But 
as far as a mentality, I don’t share all the same ideas and goals but I 
do love my parents. I think it is important to step outside the 
boundaries that are set and the things your are taught. But I don’t 
think that it is cool to always look for an excuse to be pseudo- 
rebellious for no reason. 

J: And if you are not learning to think for yourself, then who is 
thinking for you and what is the point if you’re just going to take on 
everything that your parents say? It’s essential to be able to think for 
yourself and question everything that comes your way and not blindly 
accept everything that your parents, society or school teaches you, to 
become a fully developed human being. And for me, punk and 
hardcore was one thing that has definitely opened my eyes and got 
me thinking for myself, and not accepting the things that were just 
passed on to me by society and even my parents. Even though 
parents usually are trying to do their best in giving their kids what 
they think is right, they are doing what they think is right. They may 
be completely wrong. They may have the best intentions, but they 
still may be wrong. So it’s important for kids to learn to think for 
themselves, and decide what religion, if any, they want to believe in 
and the values they want to hold. 

A: I know that Jason learned a lot from hardcore, and I know that I 
have probably learned more from hardcore than any other source in 
my life. And I can say that that is the main reason it’s important to 
keep a message in this music, not just to play fast music or heavy 
music simply to get a reaction out of kids. I mean sure that’s fun, but 
you have got to focus in on that message, or it just becomes another 
frivolous form of music, like metal or rave. You have to hold on to 
that message and you have to make that important, or kids are not 
going to want to come to this. Hardcore is not so close to the media, 

I mean like emo sounds a lot like college rock, and this metal straight 
edge stuff sounds a lot like this major label death metal. That is what 
is thrown at kids by the music industry. But straight edge hardcore is 
not that way, and that’s why it is so important to keep the message in 
this music, in order to set it apart. It’s got to be a learning 
environment. 

NB: Do you think that putting the message back into hardcore, 
and reiterating what was said that it will get hardcore, and 
hardcore kids back on track and moving ahead in a positive 
direction? 

A: Yeah, no offense to a lot of bands, but I know right now that it is 
fairly cool and popular to be youth crew again. You could probably 
lose track of all the bands that are playing this type of hardcore now. 

I will say that, musically it is wearing a little thin. I remember in ’93 
and ’94 the only bands that were playing that stuff were 
HALFMAST, MOUTHPIECE, and CORNERSTONE. Other than 
that there was nothing. There might be bands that I didn’t know 
about, that’s true. But those bands then had more of message than a 
lot of the youth crew bands now. A lot of these bands are just 
focusing in on cliches, where as MOUTHPIECE and HALFMAST 
did have a message, as did most of the older youth crew bands. A 
band like YOUTH OF TODAY, as much good and bad that can be 
said about them, they did have a message and were challenging the 
status quo of hardcore. But this is only semi-effectual upon the status 
quo of the world, it’s up to us to change what we can. And I think 
that the hardcore community is what we can change. Sure you have 
to change yourself, because you are part of the world, but we owe it 
to the hardcore community to change it as well. 

J: We certainly do take our style from a lot of older styles, but we are 
not about “bringing it back”. We are about progression and moving 
ahead. If I hear that phrase “bringing it back” again I am going to 
gag because that’s not what the bands back in the 80’s had in mind, 









they didn’t want the kids of the 90’s ‘bringing it back” all the time. 
The music is about moving ahead and that is what we are here to do. 
We are not here to regress, we are here to move forward. Regress no 
way! 

NB: Is that moving forward only in certain ways? 

J: Moving forward towards the positive, towards improving the 
quality and sense of purpose in our own individual lives as well as 
the w'orld around us. 

NB: You could say that bands like DEADGUY are progressing 
musically. 

A: I can answer this. There are aspects that need to be kept alive. 
You can’t progress to the point where it’s not hardcore, where you 
don’t utilize some of the traditions. There are certain aspects that 
need to be kept alive, and some that need to be broken. 

J: We are playing a musical style that is more from the past, but we 
are not just being completely like that, we are still trying to do our 
own thing. 

A: You can’t try so hard to be like the 80’s. You don’t see us 
running around saying “Fuck Reagan”, or straight edge this and that. 
Even though we are a straight edge band, we are not going to focus 
completely on that, because it has been said a million times. There 
are new issues and new things we want to talk about, if it is important 
to us we will sing about it. We are not on some trip where we have to 
do the newest thing, and we are not on some trip where everything 
we do has to have been used before. 

J: We are more about progression in the ideological sense. 

Musically we have a lot more in common with music of the past. We 
aren’t trying to rip off the older bands, we are taking their influences 
and going our own direction. We could fit into the sub-genre of 
youth crew, on loose terms, but I definitely think we have our own 
sound. We realize that this isn’t the 80’s. We’re here to apply our 
music, values, and ideas to the present and into the future. You can’t 
go back, you can only go forward! 

NB: Do you think that trends in hardcore, not trendiness, are 
good because they serve to unify people? Or are they bad for 
obvious reasons? 

J: Well, a trend in itself displays something that isn’t there to last. 
So I think that people who totally get into trends aren’t going to last 
and there won’t be any commitment. Maybe with some of the bigger 
trends like veganism and Krishna there will be some kids who get 
into hardcore through those trends and actually move beyond those 
trends and those issues into more productive avenues. But there are a 
lot of kids that just fade into a trend and then just fade out, or fade 
into the next trend. 

A: There are many negative aspects being applied to rad issues like 
veganism and straight edge or religion. But it depends how people 
use it. It’s sad to see something that could be taken so great and be 
made so whimsical. It’s sad. 

NB: What kind of barriers, psychological or physical are holding 
back today’s youth, hardcore kids included, from moving 
forward? 

J: In this day and age we are a society that is completely run by the 
clock. Every minute of the day we have be somewhere and do 
something and we have so many things thrown up in our face that no 
one really has the time to sit and think about what is the purpose of 
life, what am I doing, what are we doing. I have many friends that 
eat, sleep, work and do little else. We become programmed into how 


we lead are lives. It is extremely difficult to avoid getting dragged in 
by the rat race which most people know as everyday living. Thus, we 
become so preoccupied with the same old non-confrontational 
routines, that most of us never even imagine a higher, more utopian 
plateau, let alone find the time to actively work to make something 
like that happen. 



A: Yeah, touching in on what he said. Take school for example. 
You are told what to think and what to learn. Rather than going in 
your own direction, it is formatted for you. Then you’re about 18 
years old, and you can go to college, join the military, or the whole 
get a 9-5 job thing, which all end up in the same place. I know that 
outlook is a little negative, but I think the most important thing that 
people could do, if they see themselves becoming patterned, is don’t 
just become whimsical and drop everything. But try and make your 
life something. Especially straight edge kids sometimes are 
depressing because they are drug free but all they do is sit at home 
and listen to records and talk shit. I want my life to be different, I 
want to make something out of myself and go somewhere and do 
something worthwhile. I think it’s sad that that is all some kids will 
amount to. I mean really, how is a straight edge kid helping the 
world any by sitting at home and talking shit, as opposed to someone 
who is working a 9-5 job and always drunk. 

NB: Does the extreme diversity of the members of REINFORCE 
effect the band positively or negatively? 

A: Well, I think that, for the most part, it’s surely a positive that we 
each have similar as well as differing interests and perspectives. 
Everyone in the band is not into something like pro wrestling. Jason 
and I are into it and it gives us something to do, Jared is mildly into it 
and Gabe doesn’t get into it. But it’s not like a barrier that’s there. 
It’s not something Gabe couldn’t have a laugh at, or sit out for a few 
seconds of conversation. It’s cool that we have different outside 
interests. Like Gabe and I like to play basketball every once in a 
while, whereas Jared and Jason aren’t into that. I think it’s something 
that is constructive and brings us together. 

J: Diversity is good, it would be boring if we were all into the same 
two things. We have all gotten into some things because of each 
other, like some of the things I am into I have fortunately rubbed off 









onto Aaron. And we all have some things that we don’t agree on, like 
bands and types of music. But we have a lot of common ground as 
well. I think it only makes us more unique, creative, and interesting 
as individuals or as a collective group. 



NB: Even though there will not be another presidential election 
until the year 2000, come election time would you be voting 
Republican, Democrat, Independent, or a Third Party. 


ALL: THIRD PARTY!! (laughter) 

A: NICK BARAN FOR PRESIDENT! 

J: The song “Revolution” in PNE pretty much sums up my feelings 
as far as voting. Your vote is validation to maintain the status quo. 

NB: Is any vote a vote for the system? 

J: There are really only two parties you can vote for, there is no 
significant third party besides Ross Perot. Which goes to show that if 
you want to run this country you have to have money. Aside from a 
third party like that, you have Republican or Democrat. Sure they 
have their little differences, but when it comes down to it they are one 
and the same. They are both big business, they work for big 
business. And it’s not the political parties running the country, it’s 
big business and major corporations running this whole world. So 
no matter whom you vote for you are sill voting for big business and 
if you are voting for big business then you aren’t really voting for 
democracy, you’re voting for profit. Minimal, if any, positive change 
can be implemented via means of voting in our country today. The 
establishment is far too powerful to be swayed by such means. I 
think that a lot of people are fooled into believing the notion that 
voting gives them a real “say”...in actuality though, the only thing 
that voting serves to do is give approval to the system to conduct 


business as usual and perpetuate the unegalitarian status quo...in 
favor of the elite chosen few. 

A: But a vote for Nick Baran is a vote for the Third Party! 

NB: Do you think that even at the most basic, local level like town 
councils etc. that government can really make some kind of 
difference? 

A: Not in the South it can’t. The South has too many good old boy 
politics, and scare tactics, and it always has, with Jim Crow Laws etc. 
Technically it is different looking now, but I think it is very much the 
same especially in the typical small Southern town. But in big 
Southern towns, you might run a chance, but that’s not really local. 

J: Speaking strictly on a local level, I suppose you could make small, 
positive changes here and there, but in general and on larger terms, 
you are really not going to do anything through voting, except give 
your approval to the present system. It is this system which was put 
in place in order to preserve the elitist rule over the lives of the 
masses. It is the system that needs to be changed. However, these 
statements are not being made in order to promote an apolitical 
stance. To the contrary, politics is an all-encompassing part of our 
lives whether we want to recognize that fact or not. The everyday 
choices that we make and the way we go about living our lives are all 
grounded in politics. It’s not something which you can escape. It’s 
unfortunate that most people are fairly apathetic about the whole 
thing and many subscribe to the misguided notion that politics is 
something that has no application or effect upon their lives...which 
could not be farther from the truth. Therefore, it is essential for 
everyone to acknowledge this fact and play an active, as opposed to 
passive, part in shaping a society which reflects the values and needs 
of all people rather than the current few who “set the table” so to 
speak. 

NB: Okay, how do you see that a change will come, is it blue- 
collar workers or what? 

J: It will take people uniting. This country is quickly losing its 
middle class and being divided into the haves and the have-nots. The 
gap between the rich and the poor is growing every single day. 
Eventually it will come to the point that the have-nots will rise up and 
do something. But as history shows the leaders of the have nots 
regain power and end up installing an oppressive system, similar to 
the one that existed before. I don’t have the answers, but I definitely 
have problems with the way we are going now, and would like to try 
and find a solution or answer if possible. And if we can’t find an 
answer then at least I’ll know I tried and gave my all, rather than just 
giving in completely to the system and drowning in apathy like most 
people are content to do. 

NB: What motivates REINFORCE to be more than just a band, 
and do more than just play fast music? 

A: Well, what motivates me are kids upfront singing along who get a 
lot out of it. Sometimes I know that there are kids who might have 
gotten something out of this without telling us, or it being expressed. 
There are a million things that can influence a person. But 
sometimes I fall short and the only thing that keeps me going is the 
fact that you have to keep trying. You have to persevere and keep 
going, and sometimes all you have is the motivational principle of it 
all. 

J: What motivates me to do this is that I want to hopefully motivate 
other kids in the scene today and provide a band for them where they 
can find motivation. Ten or twelve years ago when I was first getting 
into punk and hardcore bands like 7SECONDS, what they did for me, 

I would hope that we could do that for the kids today. Doing the 
band itself helps to motivate me more and keep me moving ahead, 







having fun and being positive about going on in life and seeing what 
changes I can make in myself and the world around me. It’s easy, 
especially when you are a caring and concerned person to get down 
when you see a lot of negativity. You start to feel like there is 
nothing you can do and so it’s very easy to want to give up, but this 
band helps me get back in the mind frame to not give up the struggle. 
So, in addition to the goal of inspiring other kids, REINFORCE 
serves as a cathartic release for myself, and as a base for my own 
motivation. REINFORCE is also an expression and symbol of our 
friendship. 

NB: When you are writing the lyrics for the songs, do you try to 
focus in more on the emotions or the experiences, or what do you 
draw from? 

J: That depends on what song. Different songs take their motivation 
from different areas. There are a lot of songs that are about 
motivation itself, just trying to keep motivating people to stay alive 
and moving ahead with their lives in a positive direction. Then there 
will be other songs on a more personal level about things like 
relationships, be it romantic relationships or friendships. Then there 
are some that reflect my thoughts on some political or social issues. 

NB: How did you guys hook up with Nick Baran and Third Party 
Records ? 

J: Since I am originally from Buffalo, I have always been into that 
hardcore scene. When HALFMAST came out I got some of their 
stuff, and their 7”. And when I went up there for Christmas one year 
to visit my family etc., I arranged to do an interview with Nick for 
my zine, and that’s how I met him. We periodically kept in touch, 
and Aaron got to know him and became a HALFMAST fan as well. 
So Aaron and I have kept communication open with Nick. 

A: He’s been a real rad guy, and taught us a lot. 

J: .and when we got this new band going we just sent him our 

demo. He liked it and wanted to put something out. We were really 
into that, because he was a friend first and was running a label with 
music we liked and respected. It was the perfect choice for us. 

A: This isn’t answering the question, but one cool thing about Third 
Party is that it is a DIY label. All these big labels who are doing 
“traditional” hardcore again now are forgetting about the real 
tradition that goes further than fast music; and that’s DIY record 
labels. 

J: Some of those bands, they are putting stuff out again because now 
older style hardcore is becoming cool again so they are jumping right 
on it, but why weren’t they putting that kind of stuff out a couple of 
years ago? Because it wasn’t cool, those labels will just keep 
jumping on the latest trends. They have grown to point where they 
are outside of hardcore now. They are there to make a profit, do 
professional style label making. 

A: Plus one thing that made Revelation Records , and Discord big 
was the fact that they put out consistently good hardcore with similar 
fashion. Now those labels aren’t as hardcore, but Nick’s label is one 
of those labels that is going to focus on putting out this type of music 
consistently and I am fairly confident that he will stop putting out 
records if he can’t find fast paced, energetic hardcore that rocks and 
has something to say. 

NB: You just went to Buffalo to record the 7” at Watchman 
Studios and play the Veggie Fest. What was it like to play shows 
so far from your home state right off the bat? 

J: Well, on the first PNE tour, which because of our drummer and 
bass player (on the PNE 7”) flaking out the day before the tour, we 


had to cancel all but two or three of those dates. But Aaron and I put 
a lot of effort forth in planning the tour and had our hearts set upon 
doing whatever we could. So we started calling people up all over 
the country trying to find some kids to fill in for us. And a couple of 
our friends from Massachusetts were able to help us out, so we could 
salvage a few of our shows. So, to answer the question, we have 
done it before. 

A: Going that far away from home is different, but not that different 
than playing anywhere else where there are enough kids to do a 
show. It wasn’t anything big. It’s not that weird of an experience, 
even though none of the kids knew our stuff. 

J: When we went to Buffalo we had nothing out, so how could kids 
have known. But going out of town for that long, you can get mad at 
each other. You run into a lot of weird little problems, but when it’s 
all said and done, it’s a lot of fun. So many wacky things seem to 
happen when you go out of town, there are always a million little 
stories to tell. In fact, we are now toying with the idea of keeping a 
diary/joumal sort of thing in order to preserve as many of the 
interesting anecdotes and memories from our shows and trips as we 
can. Overall it’s a great thing because you get to meet lots of new 
people and do a lot of things. 

NB: When did you guys produce the REINFORCE demo? 


A: I guess it would be February 1997. 



NB: Did you get a good distribution on that? 


A: I guess there were about 200-250 of them made. Its weird, we 
have only played a couple shows in NC so far, but the kids knew our 
stuff, even though the demos weren’t generally available prior to the 
show. One cool thing to be said about Buffalo is that we played one 
show and sold a couple demos, and then played another show there a 
few days later and there were actually a few kids totally singing 
along. I think some of the kids in Buffalo were really not into us and 
didn’t jive on our thing, but it was cool that over the period of a 
couple days a few kids had learned some of the lyrics. It made me 
smile. 









J: But we aren’t playing hardcore to be popular. If 500 kids are into 
us great, but if we can only get through to a few kids then, we are 
making a difference...and that’s what we’re here to do. Our goal is 
not to be on MTV or be Victory’s latest coverboy’s or something. 

NB: Are there any plans to repress the demo on 7” or what not? 

J: Well, it hasn’t gone out of press. We are going to keep making 
more until the 7” comes out, which should be out by the time this 
interview goes to print. After that we probably won’t press any more 
demos because we are much more satisfied with the 7” recording. 

NB: Now that you have achieved some of your goals, by getting a 
7” out, what other goals have you set? 

A: To take the world by storm! No, I guess just to meet more kids, 
travel, play more shows and just have fun with it. At the same time, 
make it worthwhile, which is more of a long-term goal. As far as 
physical things I want there to be an LP to come out, but I don’t 
know how the other members feel about that. After the 7” comes out 
we are talking about doing something else with Nick, or doing a split 
7”. That’s what we are looking at now. 

J: The goals for me are not to put out records. That is a physical, 
tangible entity of our music that helps get our message across, but the 
goal is to hopefully motivate other kids, and ourselves towards 
changing the world around us. That’s the real goal, not getting a 7” 
out. 

NB: How do you guys go about writing songs? 

A: A difference between PNE and REINFORCE is the song writing. 
I would come up with a riff, the drummer would do a basic drum 
beat, and then Jason would come up with the lyrics. Now, the 
songwriting is flowing along so much easier with this band. There is 
a lot more creativity and input coming from each member and a 
greater focus on the quality of our songs...making sure that we are 
really satisfied with every song. We just work together really well as 
a unit, the whole process is really cool. 

NB: Has the distance between the band members been a 
problem? 

J: Well, it is a bit of a hindrance because we can’t get together 
everyday like bands that live in same town. We have a very limited 
amount of time where we can all get together to practice and work on 
band related projects. It takes a lot of time for us to coordinate all of 
our schedules accordingly and we end up racking up large phone bills 
in order to do so and discuss all the band stuff going on. I mean, 
aside from playing shows, we often can only get together to practice 
as a full unit maybe once a month or so. Aaron and I get together 
more often though to work on ideas etc. So we could most certainly 
move a lot faster if we lived in the same town. That would be great, 
but in the meantime, we’ll just keep doing the best we can. 

NB: When is the 7” supposed to come out? 

J: The 7” should definitely be out by the time this interview goes to 
press...right now it looks like it will be out towards the beginning of 
September 1997. The title of the 7” is “Youth Shall Sing!” and it has 
7 songs on it. I am really pleased with it and am very anxious for it 
to come out. I would like to encourage anyone into energetic, 
sincere, positive hardcore to check it out! 

NB: Do you guys have any future recording plans? 

J: It looks as though Nick is going to be setting us up with another 
show in the coming months in Buffalo and we will probably be going 


to the recording studio up there again. We will be doing “In Your 
Face” for an upcoming 7SECONDS tribute compilation that will be 
out on GrooveCore Records , a song for the posi-core comp, that I am 
putting out on Cohesive Force Records , and a song for “The Spirit of 
‘97” comp, that Nick SIDESWIPE is doing. Those are the most 
immediate recording plans, hopefully another 7” or LP later on. 

NB: Any closing comments? 

J: Hardcore in the present is really at a turning point. There are a lot 
more people in the hardcore scene now than there was in the past, 
which is a good thing. However, I think there is a lot more petty 
friction and dissension amongst hardcore kids today. In the past there 
seemed to be a greater sense of unity. But now, there are a lot of 
divisive cliques in hardcore which can only hinder our efforts to 
confront and overcome our problems. I mean, getting so caught up in 
a charade of “scene” issues only serves to waste precious time and 
energy which could be devoted to more worthwhile and productive 
activities. Although participating in the hardcore scene is a cool 
thing, let us not become so wrapped up in hardcore itself that we 
forget about the bigger picture. There are a lot of problems in the 
world that we can help solve and a lot of positive changes that we can 
make if we work together. The potential is definitely here to make a 
difference in this world, but we’ve got to muster up the will and the 
desire to do so. It will take some hard work and dedication, but I 
think that the future of hardcore will be bright. There are plenty of 
kids who will persevere and stay positive in order to keep hardcore 
going in the right direction. I owe a lot to hardcore because it really 
helped to guide me through my adolescent years and through the 
rough times that I encountered then, and still do today. I hope that it 
will continue to do the same for many other kids! 



Please feel free to contact us! 

REINFORCE 

P.O. BOX 8332, ROCKY MOUNT, NC 27804 
Jason (919) 443-5222 — Aaron (910) 867-7635 

The REINFORCE “Youth Shall Sing!” 7” is $3.50 ppd. from 
Third Party Records 

21 NANCY LN., AMHERST, NY 14228 
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Something that I have had to deal with, more than usual in 
the last few months is death. Not my own mortality, but the death 
of the people around me. Now I could go into many forms of death, 
physiological, spiritual, or physical. But I'm not going to. I 
guess I am just reaching the point in my life where as I have 
gotten older so have my relatives, so they are at the point when 
they begin to die. My grandmother died, other relatives of mine 
die. I get angry when faced with this ultimatum, I get mad 
because these are things^ I think happen for no reason, and are a 
waste of people who mean something and make an impact on other 
people's lives. From a very self center point of view, I think 

it's not fair. Its not fair to leave me alone, its not fair to 

leave their loved ones alone, so why? But I know why. Because 
that's just the way things are, that's how life works, and can't 
be changed. The thing is, is that in the life I've grown up in 
and am living in now, has always been one in which I tried to 
challenge things. When someone says that's the way it is, I would 
say why and try something else, and try to make it work. I guess 
I'm lucky because I was able to challenge myself and push the 
boundaries that were already set for me. But with this there is 
nothing at all I can do. There is nothing I can do that will make 
things change, or reverse what has happened or is slowly 
happening, and that tears me up. I went to visit one of my 
friends up in DC. He was diagnosed with leukemia, the worst 

possible that you could have. While I was up there he said, flat 
out " Hey guys, I'm probably going to die." Just like that. And 
I sit there not really knowing what to say, or what to do and 
knowing that my presence and words were a comfort, but I was 
completely unable to help him in any way. I couldn't stand it. I 
felt as though I was almost betraying him because I wasn't trying 
to make things right, or change the way things had fallen into 
place. And a feeling of uselessness is one of the worst feelings 
I have had in my life. This uselessness only made me angry. Here 

he is only 18 just graduated and this is what's here for him. I 

don't want to blame god, but I don't know who to be mad at. When 

we were all talking the point was brought up was that when someone 
is face with death that they start to really look back and wonder 
if you did the right things, and it makes you want to make things 
right. Not go back on what you said, but let people know that 
things were okay. I guess that that is what I learned most from 
the visit to see my friend. Both the guy I went with and myself 
said that it makes you want to make peace, in a way. Like there 
is a guy with whom I have been friends with ever since I moved 
here. He turned out to be a different guy than he was when I met 
him. So we just went our separate ways. But now, even though 

things will never be the same, I want to tell him that things are 
okay, that I don't hold a grudge. So maybe that's why people who 
mean things to us pass on. Maybe it is to make the people who 
will be left behind appreciate life more and change things around 
in their own lives. It seems a hard way to learn a lesson but I 
’-enow I just don't understand. 


r ou near people talic about love, and how much they love the person they are dating. But does this feelim 
o love necessarily mean sex? In this day and time the words are pretty much the same. People use sex as 
a way o gain the upper hand in a relationship. They are then destroying the most beautiful form of mutua 
ee mg that two people can ever have and making it something cheap, almost a weapon or reward. I guess 
this is where I am off track because my morals and my heart tell me that screwing around with anyone you 
can or having sex with your significant other without love is something that shouldn’t be done I won’t 
what is nght for everyone else because I am not the judge of others. Nobody really wants to stand up and 
say something about promiscuous sex, one because it isn’t cool and two because it feels good. Even kids 
that are aware of the world around them stay away from that issue. I think people sell themselves short 
when they associate sex with love because they think love comes easy and that it always feels good and it 
doesn t. But beyond that the attitude taken by both sexes supporting sexism in a way towards the opposite 
sex., Guys think that girls are only there to have sex with and therefore consider them property, while girls 
don t stand up to the everyday sexual remarks made by guys or the idea of that they are more than a sex 
o ject. This macho attitude and this lack of belief lets sexism become common place and accepted But 
this is only being said because sex is not something to play around with, and to me its not something that 
should be taken m a casual manner. I guess I put to much value on the emotional side of life, and that 
leaves me standing alone. Which is surprising, because not many people I have met, especially girls have 
the same outlook on love that I do. I don’t re ally feel empty or left behind by what I feel it’s just 


something we all need to think about, j 



















It seems as though people think that all they have To do is go through life and get 
by. That is partly true, you have a responsibility to yourself, to look out for your 
own interests and to do what you need to do. But we also have a responsibility to 
the world around us and the people who inhabit this planet. By a responsibility to 
the people around us I don’t mean that we have should act a certain way or 
conform to any preset mold. What I am saying is that we as older kids( we are 
older to somebody!), in the hardcore scene or not have younger kids looking up to 
us and following what we say. This doesn’t mean that we can’t talk the way we 
want or be the way we want, but it does mean that me need to be conscious of that 
fact and try and make a positive influence whenever we can. This needs to be 
recognized especially by kids who drink. I think it is stupid to drink, but if you 
are going to do it leave the younger kids out of it! I have been witnessed to a 
younger kid who obviously looks up to his brother, so when his brother drinks so 
does this kid. This bozo needs to realize that drinking is his choice, but also that 
his brother is going to do what he does so if he is going to be “responsible” with 
his drinking he also needs to be responsible with who he drinks around. Just let 
the kid make his own choice, because being out with his older brother 
inadvertently puts peer pressure on him. 

As for your responsibility to the earth, this is something that was really 
big a few years ago, but seems to have dwindled in the last couple of years. See we 
as a species and especially we as a youth generation take for granted the world 
around us and the natural resource it provides. We honestly believe that we don’t 
have to do anything to preserve the world we have. I know a lot of people, even 
ones in the hardcore community who are supposed to be more aware about 
things, tend to take the attitude that its only the future generations that will 
suffer. That is right, but it’s our own future that we are disregarding. Especially 
the kids in the hardcore scene who call themselves vegan and vegetarian. I believe 
these are very noble causes, but if you are doing it because you care about the 

world around you and not to e cool then why is something so simple as 

conservation or recycling disregard? Past generation have abused animals, 
ravaged our forests and feed these habits to us in a way. Now its time to stop 
ignoring what is hard and what has been neglected and take an active interest in 
the conservation of our world. People just need to be more aware of the what 

their actions or lack there of do. The easiest thing to do is turn away and not_ 

recognize that your actions do have an effect on your environment and the 

younger kids. You just need to wake up and realize that the world doesn’t revolve , 
around you and your interests, you are part of it, but only a part of the whole. ^ 
The things you do can have a positive influence on the world around you, we 
complain about the state our world is in, but if you are reading this you probably 
have a more open mind and care more than some people, how about you use what ^ 
you have and make a difference the you life and someone else’s 1< 
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Caution: Television is A 
Slippery Enemy 

Some people. wjll say, (hat you can use television and the 


mass mediatd_ c .___ .... ^ y . ^ 

I would object to this ctaipij be&ii^ you 

can use the television to solve, you are only Increasing one of our 
biggest problems of all—That is, that peopleare still watching televi¬ 
sion. As long as people are used to watching, nothing fundamental is 
going to change, because watching only leads to more watching. The 
major record labels and media conglomerates know this—that’s why 
they’re not afraid to put a so-called revolutionary band like Rage 
Against the Machine {or, now. Earth Crisis) on television or radio, 
because no matter what these hands say the viewer will still just 
stare at them, glassy-eyed, and then change the channel to watch 
something else when they Finish calling for revolution. Television 
companies will even try to suck in their enemies by broadcasting 
shows called “Destroy Television” and promoting bands or individu¬ 
als with anti-media messages—in this way even the anti-television 
people will end up... watching television! 

There are no shortcuts. We must set up our own systems 
to distribute information, free from the problems of the mass media. 
Independent publications which involve the readers actively in the 
actual writing of the material (such as Inside Front and other punk/ 
hardcore magazines) are a step away from the many dangers the mass 
media poses to human happiness. So when hardcore bands or other 
countercultural groups appear on television, they are selling them¬ 
selves out, and selling out our larger cause of seeking to make life 
something that belongs to individuals again rather than something 
we must buy from corporations. Above all it’s particularly 
embarassing to see supposedly ‘hardcore’ record labels advertising 
upcoming band appearances on television... that makes it seem as if 
hardcore bands haven’t spent the last fifteen years avoiding televi¬ 
sion because they despised it, but only because they weren’t good 
enough to be on it! And now we’re “proud” to be accepted as part of 
mainstream culture, we’re finally “just as good” as Madonna and 
Pink Floyd! Whatever! 

So don’t fight television with television, or there will only 
be more television (and if that doesn’t sound like a bad thing, go 
back and read this article again... or just turn on a television and 
think about what you see; then, think about what it’s like to be watch¬ 
ing rather than doing anything!). Instead fight it by helping others to 
create independent mediums of human exchange: independent news/ 
music/political magazines, underground record labels, etc. In the long 
run the most important war we have to wage is the war for freedom 
to live our own lives without being manipulated, and permanently 
turning off our televisions would be a major victory in this struggle. 











HALFMAST 



Ilalfinast reigns from the Buffalo hardcore 
scene. They play awesome old style hardcore 
with something absent from much of music 
today, a message. Halfmast broke up in July 
of 1996, after their tour that summer. 

Halfmast has always been one of my favorite 
bands because they always could revive and 
rekindle that spirit inside me. They personify 
the new youth crew and seem somewhat 
forgotten by many of the new old school bands. 
Halfmast released two 7"s, both on 3rd Parts 
Records, a cassette on Blood on the Floor 
Records, and just recently a 7"/CD on 
Ambassador Records. I conducted this 
interview with Nick Baran, the singer of 
Halfmast on June 17th, 1997 outside of the 
Reinforce/ Blackbelt show at Discovery, but 
we had to finish it over the phone in the weeks 
to follow. I hope that this interview can 
capture the energy, intensity, and essence of 
Halfinast. Get their releases all back in print 
now! Negative Bum= NB, 
Halfmast=HM(Nick Baran) 

NB: So what were the circumstances that built 
up to the breakup of Halfmast? 

HM I guess what it boils down to is that Jeremy 
said that as long as he and 1 were friends that 
Halfmast would still exist and through time, I 
guess we just drifted as friends and that is 
ultimately the reason Haifmast broke up. because 
Jeremy and 1 no longer shared in the friendship we 
had built together 


NB: I’ve heard that ever since the breakup of 
Halfmast that people [in Buffalo] have been 
weird to you, have you ever felt alienated by 
the scene and the people? 

HM Yeah, I’m sure some of that just has to do 
with me, because I'm the kind of person who will 
have the tendency to feel like an outsider even 
amongst my friends. So, yeah when Halfmast 
broke up part of it was just me being weirded out 
by the whole thing, and part of it was genuine. It 
just seems that when Halfmast broke up that sides 
were taken and I was the odd man out and that's 
basically the way I felt. 

NB: Are you and Jeremy on speaking terms, 1 
guess are you and Jeremy friends to the point 
you could play that last show together? 

HM I’d say yes. at least on a level where w r e could 
still share in the things we had, its hard to tell if 
we can share m things to come, because we've 
become two different people. Basically that's 

what it boils down to. Right after the breakup 
there v/ere hard feelings between both of us. It 
took us a while to put them aside, but eventually 
they got put aside, and you witnessed -1 went over 
to Jerem.y's's house and we laughed and talked a 
bit and it wasn't an uncomfortable thing, because 
the fact that we were friends and we still share 
that in common. Whether it goes beyond that, I 
couldn't say 














NB: Why did you guys [Nick, Jeremy, and 
Farside] decide to play a reunion show? 

HM: I know what my personal reasons are, I don't 
know what motivated Jeremy and Farside to come 
up to me, because they came up to me an hour 
beforehand said "Nick are you up to play 2 or 3 
Halfmast songs, since Chris isn't here to sing for 
No Reason?". That I think played a big part in it, 
the fact that Chris wasn't there. You know it was 
just a fun thing. Jeremy sang a Nevermore song, 
which is awesome in and of itself, and he did a 
Phatboie song. It was kind of like a couple of old 
guys getting nostalgic for a few minutes. 

Nicole: You're not old! 

HM: Old in the sense I've been around the block 
in the hardcore scene a few times. There was a 
time when the scene in Buffalo.. There was point 
where every show was either Phatboie, Plagued 
with Rage, Halfmast or Nevermore, and there were 
shows where 3 out of the 4 played. So there was a 
time when we were putting a lot in, you could say. 
And we seemed like, in a way, kind of like half 
the scene in terms of bands. 

NB: I come from a scene were there are only 
Reinforce and a couple other bands, or 
actually, a couple of sincere bands. I've 
noticed flyers here for shows that have all local 
bands, and we almost always have to have an 
out of tow n band play. Is it helpful for the 
development of a scene and a band to have lots 
and lots of bands? 

HM: I think that bands definitely help. Any way 
that kids support the hardcore scene, whether they 
do a band, zine, a record label, a distribution - any 
way that they pur something into the scene they 
are definitely improving the scene Yeah, I would 
say that the more bands the better, because 
otherwise you end up seeing the same 3 bands 
every weekend, and that's not much fun. I mean 
variety is, ahh I hate to be cheesy ,but variety is 
the spice of life, (laughter) But yeah, I do think it 
is important for a scene to have bands of various 
styles. Though I don't like emo and I don't like 
metal I think it would be boring if every show I 

went to was fast from start to finish. Not that I am 
of the feeling you can have a show with 5 old style 
bands and they couldn't all sound completely 
different. "Old Style" can cover a ton of different 
styles that were played from '80 to '90. 

NB: But they don’t tend to right now. 

HM: But they don't tend to right now is true. But 
that's why with the Veggie Fest, you knew I had a 
crossover thrash/punk band, I had a strS up punk 
band, I had an old style band and another old style 
band because those are the types of music I am 
into and those are the types of things I like to see. 

I like going to shows where every band doesn't 
sound the same. When you hear "chugga chugga" 
for 5 hours straight, it tends to become a big blur 
So I do think it is good to have a scene with a lot 
of bands and I also think it is good to have project 
bands as well. I mean if Aaron from Reinforce 
decided he wanted to do a punk band just to fuck 
around and have fun, I think that's awesome. I 
definitely think we need more bands that sound 
like COC and Cryptic Slaughter but most of the 
people reading this don’t even know what those 
bands sound like back in '86. 


NB: I know what Cryptic Slaughter sounds 
like! 

HM Yep, you've been indoctrinated. 

NB: I guess it was last night that we were 
talking about how Aaron HXE was doing the 
band for himself and his friends, which I can 
understand because, it is sometimes hard to do 
things for people who constantly let you down. 
Just recently some guys who were my very 
good friends turned to people who I don’t 
know or even want to know any more. I don't 
want to say you loss faith but you don’t want 
to do it for people who don’t care anymore. 

But at the same time I can see the other side 
clear, how do you see this? 

HM: Well here's my take on it. I think, #1) things 
in life should be balanced, I think that is really 
crucial to just about anything, and in this case ..in 
this scenario..! think you have to do the band for 
yourself AND the kids. I don’t think that you 
should 100% cater to the kids. I mean if you like 
playing fast songs but the kids in your scene love 
metal, so you decide to play all metal songs just to 
please the kids, that's insincere and dishonest. 

There is one band I can think of that's like that, 
that is real big right now. I don’t really see any 
value in that. When kids go to see a hardcore 
show, and you just stand there and you play your 

instruments and you put forth no enthusiasm, you 
don't interact with the crowd, and you really 
couldn't care less what the crowd thinks of you 
anyway, I think you are missing out on half of the 
crowd/band relationship. You are supposed to be 
enthusiastic about your music, and you are 
supposed to get into it When the crowd gets into 
it you’re supposed to feed off of that, and it 
becomes a bonding experience. That's what 
hardcore is about. Its about sharing the message, 
sharing the energy and working together - at least 
to the extent of within the hardcore scene. I think 
if you are just doing it for yourself, you are in part 
doing it for the wrong reasons. You're missing out 
on something. 

HM: Put your clothes on!(Nick is clever) 

NB: Nick, don’t touch my leg(The Burn is 

more clever! )<Thits because you're Clever Steve> 

HM: Your not going to print that are ya!(laughter) 

NB: I know the song on ”Status”, There is 
More Than One Way, is talking about 
education, college, etc. How do you look at 
education, what are your views on the present 
educational system? 

HM: Well, here's my take on education. The way 
our educational system works, it is structured for a 
certain type of person - a person who can function 
within their rigidly structured system. That is 
basically it. They can function within the 
established system. They are fed a broad spectrum 
intellectual diet based upon restricted study 
patterns, controlled material, inflexible deadlines, 
and a steady stream of busywork to wash it all 
down. I'll explain it from my point of view as a 
person. I leam differently. The endorsed learning 
structure is limiting and restrictive for me. I like 
to explore without being forced to adhere to rigid 
guidelines. When I was in school I spent my time 
trying to manipulate the system because the 
system didn’t work for me. I wanted to make it 












more user friendly for me. I gained a bit of 
flexibility at the cost of my grade point average. 
When I want to learn about say, religion, I want to 
learn about religion, so I go out and get a book on 
religion, and that's how I do things. By removing 
that structure where I have to leam about "a, b, 
and c", I can focus on the aspects that do interest 
me and absorb the things I'm expected to know as 
a residual effect. Therefore, I had trouble 
functioning within the established educational 
system, because you are highly regimented. You 
have to go to this class for this period, every' 
individual in a class of 30 kids is expected to 

come to an understanding of a topic at the same 
precise time though this is often a ridiculous 
expectation, and so half the time you are rushed 
and the other half you feel like you are being 
spoonfed simple concepts Take something so 
simple as art class. You go to art class and art is 
supposed to be a creative outlet. Artistic outlets 
are supposed to allow you to sit down and take 
something or even nothing and create something 
out of it, by breathing ycur own life into it. Art 
class totally doesn't work that way. You come 
into class and they say "we are going to do this 
type of thing today, and this is how you do it". I 
think that for some people that assists the creative 
process, but for other people it hinders it. I think 
that is how education is in general. The way they 
structure things for certain people is perfect 
because they need a set structure, while other 
people don't function well within that structure, 
and leam better on their own. I'm one of those 
people who leams better when I leam cn my own. 

I can take in much larger quantities of information 
if I look for the things that interest me in what I'm 
studying, rather than trying to force into my head 
things that don't interest me at the expense of a 
positive and productive learning experience. It 
turns learning into the proverbial "square peg, 
round hole" circumstance. So, the overall 
educational system definitely functions well for 
the vast majority of people, but there are another 
sub set of people who need something else. 

Except for the states and colleges that have 
alternative learning methods you are going to be 
trapped within that system of learning, which is 
not for everybody. What it boils down to is that 
you really have to do things your own way. In my 
case, I barely graduated high school, and HI be 
honest that I barely graduated. I had like a 75 
GPA. That was because I didn't turn in my 
busywork when I didn't want to, because that was 
just the way I w’as. So then I went to college, and 
I realized I was :n college for the wrong reasons. I 
went to college because that's what was expected 
of me I had 2.. no, 3 choices, .you have 3 choices 
when you graduate high school. You can either 
just get a full time job, go into the military or you 
can college. None of those really appealed to me. 
But I went to college because that's what I was 
expected to do, and I ended up dropping out. I had 
teacher in high school who was very helpful, 
throughout my senior year, I guess you could say 
he was kind of my mentor in a way. Even he came 
right out and said it, "You don't want to go to 
college, so why are you going?" I was like, "well 
what else am I going to do?" And he didn't have 


any answers for me. Just like people who listen to 
that song, I don’t have any answers for you, but the 
fact is that you have to make your own way in life 
and you have to do things your own way. No 
matter what anyone tells you, the only way you'll 
ever be happy is if you do things your own way. 

So that's the way I look at the educational system. 

I think for some it works well and for others it 
totally fails 

NB: That sounds good. 

HM: But I do see the value in learning things that 
you don't want to leam about. Anything that you 
leam expands ycur minds ability to process 
infonnation and understand things. Any type of 
education is valuable, but its how you get 
educated is the issue that I am more or less 
addressing I don’t think that it is wise to go 
through life and say 'Fuck math, I hate math”. 
That’s not what I am advocating. I value the 
education I got in high school,but I think that if 
the educational system was tailored more to the 
way that I leam. I think I would have gotten more 
out of it. 



NB: Do you think that it is possible for, or 
should the education system to tailor to 
every one’s personal needs? 

HM: There is absolutely no way to create an 
education system that tailors to everybody. But 
the way they have it now is that they have 
alternative schooling for people you can’t function 
within the structured learning environment For 
example Hampshire College in Massachusetts, I 
believe you do everything on your own, its like 
you have teachers to guide you, but you are in 
more control of your education more or less. The 
only way I could see them ever pulling it off, in 
any way shape or form, is by having separate 
classes, like they do for special ed. kids But then 
when you separate kids from the group, there can 
be that feeling of alienation, so it's a very difficult 
situation to handle without creating a problem 












NB: What kinds of things did you want to 
achieve with Halfmast? 

HM: It all depends The stances that I took and 
the opinions I held had a tendency to shift and 
change over time. Early on our thing was about 
unity and positive values and what ended up 
happening was that instead of following our 
examples and seeing the positiveness in what we 
had to say, they used it as a weapon against us and 
branded us hypocrites. They would find any way 
to say we were not positive and we were not about 

unity. One of the popular misconceptions was 
that we were about hippie peace values, and that 
nobody should hurt anybody, blah blah blah... 
Basically what would happen is that someone 
would step on me and I would attack back, not in 
a physical sense, but a verbal sense and therefore, 
since I didn’t let people step all over me I was a 
hypocrite. It seemed like a losing battle, and it 
just wasn't worth it. 

NB: The way you made it sound, it sees as 
though everybody was trying to find 
something wrong with you guys, why was it 
like this? 

HM Well, Jeremy and myself are very vocal about 
our views. Jeremy was always very vocal about 
the way he feels - e never hides anything. And if I 
had a problem with something I would say 
something, like in my newsletter. There were a lot 
of the times I would say something about lets say - 
Victory Records. Because at the time I was very 
anti the corporate idea, and I referred to Victory as 
a corporate minded label in one of my newsletters. 

I ended up getting a call from Tony Victory and he 
called me out on what I had to say. We would 
speak our minds and not just sit in silence, and as 
a result it was said that we were net about unity 
and that we were troublemakers I guess we were 
troublemakers in a different sense, because I didn’t 
think I was going against anything I had to say. 

We were trying to make a positive change, but you 
can’t make a positive change just by keeping your 
mouth shut. 

NB: You just can’t make a change just by 
holding each others hands and saying ’’well if 
you go out and shoot people in the name of 
hardcore and straightedge then its okay.” 

HM: Yeah, we always spoke about what we 
believed. And like what you just said. Jeremy and 
I were both extremely against militancy in 
hardcore, we didn't, and still don't believe in 
militant veganism. We didn’t believe in a hardline, 
and we got grief for it from a portion of the vegan 
community. People only heard one side of the 
story, so it never went the way it was supposed to 
go. But in terms of achieving our goals, we did in 
some ways and we didn't in ethers. For each 
person, each singular person that got something 
out of what we had to say, we changed the world. 

If you change just one person on the face of the 
planet then that is one person you have converted 
over to the good guys If you look at it that way, 
yes we did make a positive change, but if you look 
at the big picture, no we did not make radical 


sweeping change. As long as somebody got 
something out of what we had to say, then we did 
well. In terms of achieving our goals as a band, I 
know I wanted to go to Europe, I wanted to record 
a LP and I wanted to have a tour where we made it 
all the way to California. We didn't achieve any 
of those things. But the huge wealth of things we 
did achieve, the places we went, the bands we 
played with, and the times we had, there is no 
downplaying that, it was a huge accomplishment. 

NB: Kevinsted said that he could never really 
do another band because he put everything 
into Instead. He put his heart, his time and 
everything he wanted to say as a person was in 
Insted. Do you look at Halfmast like that way, 
was it your brainchild or would consider doing 
something else? 

HM: If someone called me up tomorrow and said 
"we’ve got 4 kids who want to play old style 
hardcore and are all straight edge" I would be like 
"Alright lets do it!" I covered a very wide gambit 
of what I wanted to say and that I felt like I had to 
say. The fact is its all worth saying again. I don't 
think I would rehash all fie things I had to say 
because there are new issues I would like to cover 
and new ideas I would like to explore further. The 
kids tomorrow aren't going to know who Halfmast 
was and I would be kidding myself if I thought 
they would. Bands like Undertow and Unbroken 
were a really big deal in the hardcore scene 2-3 
years ago But the kids today have already 
forgotten about them It goes without saying, "you 
can never say a good thing enough", people always 
need that positive reinforcement and the only way 
you leam is through repetition. Therefore, I don't 
think "my work is done", plus I would be kidding 
myself if I said I didn't want to get in front a bunch 
of a bunch kids and go crazy! That is what its all 
about and I love it! 

NB: A lot of the new kids(at least) where I live, 
it seems like if 10 kids got into hardcore only 1 
would really get something out of it besides 
new fashion or new cliques. Why do you think 
that the younger kids are so prone to being so 
trendy? 

HM: With any type of music or any type of social 
group - anything like that - there are going to be 
those in it because they love it, and there are those 
who are just trying something new. You're less 
likely to see an older kid in it for the fashion, 
because their idea of what’s fashionable has 
changed. All you have to do is look around at the 
kids in your scene that are still in it today, and all 

you have to do is ask yourself are in it for the right 
reasons, and you will probably say yes. You will 
see the occasional kid who is still in it because 
they have nowhere else to go, I can think of a 
couple of kids in our scene like that There is 
nothing wrong with that, everyone needs a sense 
of belonging. When you're a new kid though, you 
may just be exploring. Everyone was a new kid 
once. You aren't bom a hardcore kid. You 
develop into one if that's what's right for you 









NB: In our society I see status, or the quest for 
status as one of our biggest downfalls. Mainly 
because people will do so much just to look a 
certain way. How detrimental do you think 
this is to our world and the hardcore scene? 
HM: I guess it all depends. I definitely think that 
people using people and giving a false image of 
what you really are is wrong. This is a bad 
example because I didn't run into this that much. 
Let's say tnat kid a wants to be a big scenester and 
he thinks that I am a big scenester. so kid A calls 
me up and abandons kid C and D so he can hang 
out with me. And it is not because I am a cool 
guy, but because I have some clout in the scene 
That's wrong Anytime you turn it into a 
popularity contest, I don't think that it is 
beneficial But in tenns of something like Very' 
Distro wanting to be the best distro in the 
hardcore scene, I don't see anything wrong with 
that. There is nothing wrong with striving to be 
the best even though that in itself is a status 
symbol. But anytime you are doing it for untrue 
or insincere or abusive reasons, its bad. 

NB: It seems that now old school hardcore is 
the big trend both in good ways and bad. Do 
you think this is a positive or negative 
movement? 

HM I think it is good because I love old style 
hardcore, but the message lacks the meaning or 
urgency it once had. Take a band like I Hate You. 
They obviously don't have a good message. They 
don’t have a message at all unless I am missing the 
point. But they are fun to listen to. Most of these 
new "serious" old style bands have a really weak 
message. They sing about friendship and Straight 
Edge and that’s it I think what a lot of these old 
style bands are trying to put the fan back into 
hardcore, which to be perfectly honest I didn't 
think hardcore was fun a couple of years ago It 
was fun hanging out with my friends. But in 
terms of shows, my fun came from sitting in the 
back joking around with Jeremy while I sat behind 
my distro. They were good times, but not because 



the hardcore was good. So I think this resurgence 
of old school hardcore is good and I am loving it. 

I go to shows and buy 7"s that I actually listen too, 
and that's a good thing. In terms of it having 
turned into a trendy and cool thing, yeah it has, 
but its not really upsetting me yet. If it gets to the 
point where it is ridiculous. I'll say "this sucks, 
why doesn't every band sound like Cryptic 
Slaughter." What is upsetting me is that though 
the music of these new bands inspires me, the 
message does not. A song like "Cats and Dogs" 
challenged my way of thinking when I was just a 
cheesy metal kid in high school. I'm hard pressed 
to think cf one of these new bands has even 
approached the subject, let alone something new 
and groundbreaking for the hardcore scene. 

NB: About the song Refuse to Accept I know 
it is dealing with religion, but is it pertain 
more to backwards practices at Christianity or 
the force-fed value aspect of religion? 

HM: It's about force-fed values, and the fact that 
you don't get a choice. I was bom of Christian 
parents, therefore I am Christian, but I don't 
support Christianity. I am against it. I am an 
atheist and a proud atheist. The fact is that I was 
bom of Christian parents, so I spent the first 17 
years of my life celebrating Christmas. I have 
gotten away from celebrating Christmas, but its 
kinda hard to explain. As soon as you are brought 
into this world you are labeled a religion, whether 
you choose to accept it or not If you are bom of 
Jewish parents, you are a Jew and therefore raised 
a Jew, the same for Christianity. The fact is that I 
don't believe that a child should have this forced 
upon them. I don't think you should go through 
life believing in something when you don't really 
know why you believe it. You don't know its 
roots or history, you are just it because you were 
bom it. If your vision's bad, that’s something you 
were bom with, and that’s something that was in 
the cards. But religion should be a choice made 
by you - not for you - when you are old enough to 
make that decision. That’s what that song is 
about, the fact that religion is pressed upon you. 
Even if you have rejected it, its crammed down 
your throat everyday. Just look at your money, or 
the pledge of allegiance If you are Jewish and 
you go to the mall during Christmas season, you 
find yourself saying "Christmas presents" instead 
of "Chanukah presents", because of everything 
that is around you. 

NB: People don’t ever wonder why they have 
religion, beyond the fact hat they never 

thought enough about it to deny or accept it. 
Why do you think there is such a need for 
Christianity in people’s lives? 

HM: Well in some cases they haven't known 
anything else, its brainwashing from day one 
You are told that you are supposed to need it, if 
you need anything then god will be there for you. 

Its kind of like a pacifier. It's just stuck in 
people's minds to pacify them. I personally think 
it is ridiculous I don’t think that religion is all bad 
-1 think it's mostly bad. There are people who can 
gain from it because they have nothing else to turn 
to in their lives And when all hope is lost 
whatever pulls you out can be beneficial, but it 









doesn't always work that way. I know a lot of kids 
I went to high school with like that, that were 
raised into to Christianity and got into drugs 
They got out of drugs by getting more heavily into 
Christianity. So they just traded one drug for 
another. They became diehard bible thumpers, 
who argued with everyone at school. But then 
they just got back into drugs in a couple of years. 
This one guy I knew is now' preaching the way of 
god and doing drugs. I guess he wanted all his 
drugs at the same time. 

NB: Back in the 1400’s the state and the 
church were one. That was almost a way to 
control the people, even the rulers were 
brought up in the faith. Does our present 
society resemble that by moving in that 
direction? 

HM Absolutely! 

NB: Because today’s politicians always say, 
have Christian values and Christian morals, 
which may be good. But it seems the 
government is trying to bring religion and 
politics back together. 

HM All you have to do is look at the family 
values platform. They are using religion as a way 
to influence the people, or actually forcing 
religion onto the people. The values platform is a 
"good Christian platform" All you have to do is 
go back 70 years and take a look at a president 
like Woodrow Wilson. He said we needed to 
christianize the Philippines. This is our president, 
we are a religiously free country, but we had to 
"christianize" a group of people by decree of our 
president. That type of attitude is still carried out 
today 

NB: Manifest Destiny... 

HM Yeah, its lost some of its steam because most 
of the primitive people have already been 
subjugated into Christianity. The state is pushing 
for a more Christian country, and using it to 

pacify the people. People are upset with what’s 
going on, so in order to mask what the government 
is doing they bring up prayer in schools While 
that whole debate is going on they are sneaking 
something else by us I definitely think religion is 


NB: How did you start the newsletter? 

HM: It was actually meant to be an advertising 
tool for me and Joe Lucca (ex-Copper) who at the 
time did Living Zine. Issue number one and 
possibly number two were actually the Third 
Party/Living Newsletter It just evolved from that 
- what we had to sell, a Buffalo scene report, and a 
vegan recipe. 

NB: How has the BufTalo Hardcore 
community accepted a newsletter that focuses 
heavily on the Buffalo area? Has it helped the 
growth of bands? 

HM: The Buffalo scene I assume likes it. I don't 
get pats on the back for every issue, and I know 
some people make fun of a lot of the things I have 
to say - but other Buffalo kids seem to really look 
forward to new issues. I'd see it has absolutely 
helped Buffalo's bands. In the past I've been 
thanked, or at least notified that this Buffalo band 
or that Buffalo band got a flood of mail shortly 
after a new newsletter came out. I love to hear 

that when it happens. I like to know I'm making 
some kind of difference. 

NB: So now that Halfmast is broken up how 
do you keep busy? 

HM: When Halfmast first broke up I spent the 
first month or two absorbed in my gaming store. I 
felt like an outcast in the Buffalo Hardcore scene. 
Whether I was or not is uncertain. It was quite 
likely me being just insecure about the whole 
thing. Then the need to be involved in things once 
again became strong. I started taking Third Party 
a lot more seriously. I started doing the newsletter 
again, and I repressed the Plagued With Rage 7", 
and then in December I got this huge flood of 
orders and I’ve been fully absorbed in it ever since. 
Between the store, Third Party Records, and my 
wonderful girlfriend Nicole, I have no time really 
for anything else. Oh, I like to run too. I haven't 
been doing as much of that as I would like to. A 
lot of stuff prevented me from running when the 
fall hit. I'll be back at the track though when the 
next semester kicks in at UB and I can get a new 
recreation permit. 

NB: What’s up with Third Party? What’s in 
the works? 

HM: The Reinforce T just came out and it is my 
fastest selling T to date. I went through 1000 in 
just under a week. I have never accomplished 
anything like that previous - even with Fastbreak. 

I believe that the long awaited Final Exit 7" that 
will be out in 2 weeks from the writing of this 
(10/23/97) will even surpass the initial sales of the 
Reinforce 7". Right after that I will have to do a 
flood of represses and t-shirt printings. I've run 
out of Halfmast records and Fastbreak records, 
and I'm running terribly low on Plagued With 
Rage records. So that will be first. Then the 
merchandise - t-shirts, hoods, buttons, and other 
miscellany. Then, when some of the money from 
these two releases comes in -1 want to press the 
Plagued With Rage cd discography. Then I want 
to do the Halfmast 'Status' 7" (originally only 
released as a tape on Blood on the Floor Records - 
Jeremy's label) or the Halfmast Together' T as an 
lp, in its intended format with 16+ songs instead 


lsed to manipulate the people, and I think it is 
lsed by our politicians. I don't think that there is 
is active of a connection between Church and 
State as there was in the 13th and 14th centuries, 
Dut it definitely think that it plays a big part. 











ot 9. it all depends. I’m going to pump out as 
many re-issues as I can betore the new year, and 
then I want to start the new year off with a release 
by a band that still exists. Hopefully someone 
new’ and fresh. I have a lot of ideas of releases I 
want to do, but its just a matter of getting the 
bands I w r ant and the cash to carry out their 
wishes. I desperately want to put out my first full 
length for a new band, it has to seem just right! 

NB: How did you start Third Party Records? 

HM: It started out when Support, a Buffalo band 
that later sent members on to Snapcase, Texas is 
the Reason, Blend, Evergreen, Copper (briefly), 
Tovvpath, and Megaweapon, broke up. I loved 
Support at the time and they had just recorded two 
songs at some studio and spent $500 on it. I had 
recently put out a demo for my old band 
Clockwork and knew’ how cheaply and easily I 
could do it, so I offered to put out their recording 
for them since they w'ere broken up. They said 
’’yes 1 '. I ended up putting out 9 demos :n the early 
years of Third Party, and I learned a lot of lessons. 
Somewhere around demo #7 or so we recorded the 
'Influence' 7" and I entered the realm of vinyl I 
eventually get sick of ruining my tape deck and 
started putting out all vinyl. I then learned even 
mere lessons - and I'm still learning... 


NB: What are the goals you have set for Third 
Party? 



HM: I just want to keep doing Third Party, and 
make it the best "Hardcore" label I can I w’as 
putting out all "old style hardcore" before it was 
cool and I intend to keep doing it. I love that style 
of hardcore and I just want to keep behind it, and I 
will stay behind it even when the trends change 
again. I'm beginning my all out assault against the 
world. I want to enter the realm of CD first, and 
then merchandising, and then I want to start 
sending my bands to Europe and (more 
importantly) bring European bands to the US. Its 
a global scene and we need to break down these 
barriers one ocean at a time. 

NB: Any closing comments? 

HM: \ es, thanks a lot Steve for the interview. 
Sorry I took so damn long. Steve conducted this 
interview in person, over the phene, through e- 
mail, over my fax machine - he's a 
telecommunications master, and a lot of it had to 
do with my schedule and my concern that my 
words were clear. So I thank him. I would also 
like to thank his (and my) friends in Reinforce for 
all of their help and understanding. Buy their new 
record ! 1 It rocks! If you want a Third Party 
Newsletter, or a Third Party records catalog or 
distro catalog, or just to call me out on what I had 
to say then send a few stamps, an SASE, or a 
couple IRC's. Thanks! Nick Baran/Third Party 
Records, 21 Nancy Lane, Amherst, New York 
14228 












The vegan/animal rights movement has(as everyone 
knows) been gaining tremendous amounts of support due 
to its publicity and popularity in the hardcore scene. In 
most cases I do not think that peer pressure is good. Bui 
in the cases of veganism and sxe I think it’s okay, even 
though in many instances people lose sight of what it 
means and simply focus on the trend aspect. I have 
always thought that animal rights was a very pressing 
issue. It is so because I simply do not believe in injusti:e 
and how animals are treated and thought of in our society 
today is plain and simple ignorance that leads or breed: 
injustice. As our conceded culture goes we want tc 
always be the judge of other people, and determine where 
they fit in life. This is completely out of line. But the 
human race, and especially the white race has been 
oppressing people based on their skin color, sexual 
orientation, nationality or appearance for many centuries. 
We like to look at ourselves as the supreme end, the 
standard of humanity. But we aren’t or will we ever be. 
And animal rights falls right into line with this. 
Americans are brainwashed by the facts that people have 
been eating meat for the last 1000 years and they think 
that is a reason to continue. We are even blind top the 
fact that we have all been brainwashed into thinking meat 
tasted good. From the beginning when you were feed 
meat someone would say “isn’t that good?” so you 
immediately associated “good” taste with meat. But as 
far as veganism goes, it is the only way to remain as 
cruelty free as possible. But the fact is that animal right 
are sometimes a blinder to other problems around. Some 
of the main reasons to support animal rights is the fact 
that animals can’t defend themselves from humans, or 
compete in our society. The same is true for the poor and 
homeless of the world. They can’t help themselves, 
because they are in to deep, and they won’t be accepted 
into our society because of their monetary status. In some 
areas like San Francisco authorities, by use of a bill 
called the MATRIX make “illegal” to be homeless. They 
do this by outlawing carrying pillows, sleeping in public 
places, congregating on the streets etc, mainly because 
Frisco is a tourist town and that is bad for the image. So I 
guess at the core of veganism and animal rights is a 
concern for the suffering of those who are unable to care 
for themselves. So it just seems that focusing on animals 
rights and not human rights is leaving out a big part of the 
circle of cruelty. The only difference is that it is another 
species. People suffer at the hands of others who think 
that they are superior just the same as animals do. Just 
think about what you are fighting for because freedom 
from cruelty is something everyone needs. There are 
many organization such as Food Not Bombs that go to 
great lengths to produce political and social awareness. It 
all goes hand in hand, if we all are equal then we all need 
freedom form oppression. Think about what is right, and 
what needs to be erased. The hate and oppression of 
everyone and everything deemed “lower class by our 


j nor sick nor evil nor bad 
l because love is never wrong 
land homosexuality is just 
Expression of love. 

If you really think about it, so many of the problems 
that humanity faces today seem to come from different 
sources, but in actuality they all stem from the same 
place. They all come from our own quest for status. It 
seems to me that everything that people do these days 
is an attempt to “appear” different that they really are. 

Take something so simple as make up. I really don’t 
think that cosmetics(except for the ones made at the 
expense of animals) are that bad, but something we 
hold as common place and for a lot of people a 
necessity is only a way for a person to look different 
than they really are. How can you really be secure and 
happy with yourself when you cover the features that 
you are bom with. It’s not so much the act of putting 
on makeup, but the reasons behind it. But back to the 
main point. If you read the newspaper and look at the 
crime sections you see that people are caijacked and 
mugged. I understand that people who are homeless 
may need to get money that bad, but people who aren’t 
living on the streets still kill people for their cars, and 
beat them up for their purses. It’s only to achieve an 
apparent higher degree of success; people steal so they 
look richer, or cooler. The facts that people will spend 
their money on cars and not food for their children is 
yet another example. But this need for status in our 
society is only perpetuated by myself, by you and 
everyone else. We place value on symbols of success 
and we in many ways think that it is cool when you 
see some dude driving a real nice car. I know I even 
sometimes I associate money and material possessions 
with success, when in actuality what you have is not 
any indication as to what you are or have achieved. Its 
not how people look or how people appear, it’s really 
what’s inside, because anyone can change their outer 
appearance, but you can’t change who you are. I 
could dress like a raver or a hippie and I could 
probably do a good job of looking the part. I am sure I 
could even act the part(better than most of the posers 
out there) but I couldn’t be happy that way. It would 
certain make me more popular and I would be more 
well liked by a bunch of people I don’t even know. I 
guess it doesn’t matter what kind of person you are if 
you are sincere about who you are, I don’t expect 
people to find meaning in the same things as me, but 
its so obvious that a lot of theses people are fakes, just 
trying to be something they are not. Break the chain, 
be yourself, not someone else! 













Thanx once again for picking up this copy of X Negative BumX fanzine. I hope to have this become 
a more regular occurrence than it has been in months past. For people who are interested in ad rates they are 
posted on the inside over. I am willing to trade ads, photos and copies of this zine (say 10 for 10). Anyone 
who would like to distro XNegative BumX write or call, and we can work out a deal for consignment, or 
more preferably cash upfront. The wholesale rates are .50 per zine after 5 copies. Also, anyone who would 
like to contribute please send it, I would appreciate in greatly because it’s always nice to get someone else 
point of view. Please, if you disagree with something I have said don’t just call me a jerk, write me so I can 
hear what you have to say and I can explain my point of view, and hear yours. 

But as far as things go in the scene, there are tons of problems. But there are also many kids who 
really care about the hardcore scene and what it means. We all must unlearn the things that we have been 
taught down through the ages by are parents and society. That wall that has been implanted in our heads is 
the only thing that holds us back from achieving our goals, and by breaking them down is the only way we as 
a hardcore community and more importantly as the youth generation we can truly move ahead and make a 
change for the better. But hardcore’s message is not only for people with in your scene, its for anyone who 
wants to take it to heart, and people who can do that are already a leap and a bound beyond the rest. I would 
say just question the world around you, but that is not all by a long shot. You have got to question what is 
being done, and not except it for what you have been told it is, but when you realize that it is not what you 
thought, don’t lash out, take a step back and change it if its important to you and if it isn’t, there is a group of 
people who will always accept you for who you are. 

As far as the interviews go, please contact RINEFORCE and HALFMAST because they are two of 
my favorite bands, and they are super nice guys that will send you info and probably a long note back. If 
anyone saw anyone of the ads I put out they say that there will be a Blade Crasher interview, but due to 
some complications it wasn’t included. But, the next issue of YOUTH SHALL SING: THE NC HARCORE 
NEWSLETTER will have an interview with that awesome VA Beach band. The newsletter is done by 
myself and is available for 1 stamp at the same address as XNegative BumX. Well, this is it for this 
installment, take care and always step ahead and make a positive change! THESE ARE CRUCIAL 
TIMES, LETS MAKE THINGS RIGHT! 
































